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Poll Finds Latinos Are Objects of
Negative Perceptions
Michael A. Fletcher

ELCIlN, Il, Iiieht months pregnant, Sabrina ll.onr:rn n'as uatcltirtq tclcvision n'ith
her 2-r'car-ol<1 sorr nhcn slic hearcl an rrrgent knock orrt front. She pushccl lrcrsclf
up fronr thc couclr, opcrrcd thc frorrt cloor arr<l fclrncl herself face-to-face li'ith a

city inspector ancl a police officcr.
Itlvervone in the horrse hacl to leave imnecliateh'or face arrcst, slrc rccalls tlre

irrspcctor saf ing. Rouran saicl thci'ii'ere beinq thronrr orrt, in part, because there
n'erc rrrattrcsscs orr tlrc bascrncrrt floor, ri'lriclr cih'officials took as a srrre sign tir:rt
people ll'ere livirrg the rc illegallr,.

Itonran,2l, sat,s she ple:rclecl that no onc lil'ecl in tlie basemerrt, tirat tlrc rttat-
tresses n'ere there bec:ruse her familv laid on them to watch teler,ision. Brrt the in-
spcctor r.r'as not hearing it. IIe slappecl a rc<l rioticc on the door declaring the
horrse urinhabitablc aricl tolci Ronrarr to gatlrcr sorrrc bclorrqirrqs arrcl lcavc.

"l coulchr't belier.'e thel r",oulcl just ptrt us orrt like ihat," she saicl. "l u'as nracl. I
li :rs realll' angrr'."

N{anv Latinos scc bias iri lau'enforccurcnt. Btrt rrrarrv rrorr-l,atino ri'lritcs see

onlr, a strr-rggle kr maintain safeh' starrclarcls ancl beat back creeping blight causcd

b'n.an influx of harcl-uorking brrt lon-inconre resiclents.'l'hosc diffcring percel>tiorts
lravc hciglrtcrrccl racial tcrrsiorrs irr lilgin arrcl clsor,herc.

A national poll bv the Washington Post, the IIenn, J. Kaiser l"arlily
Foundation ancl Ilan'ard Urrivcrsih'fourrcl tlrat racial groups cliffcr slurrplv ovcr tlte
aurount of cliscrinrination thg' believe is faced bt l,atinos. N{ore tharr half of the
natiorr's l,atinos-55 pcrccnt-sai' tlrat cliscrirrrirratiorr agairrst Latirros is a big
problerrr. Bv corrtrast, rxrlr 27 percelt of non-l,atino lvhites and 44 pcrccnt of
blacks vieu discrinrination against Lrtirros as a rrrrr jor (()rlLCnr.

'l'lrc poll also fourrcl that two irr five L,atinos sa1'tlier', a firnilv rrcrnbcr or close

frierrcl have erperiencecl tliscrinrinatiorr irr tlrc past fivc vcars becaLrse of thcir race

or ethnicih'.
'l'lrc poll ancl interr,ieu,s ri'ith u'hites ancl Latinos srrggest tlrcre exists a grrp irt

perceptiorrs aboLrt jrrst hon nruclr <liscrirrrinatiorr [,atinos facc. Ancl solie of that
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cliscrinriration, thc poll suggests, is fuelccl by stereohpes tfrat u,|itcs-alci
blacks - have of l-atirros.

l'he battles rtou' roilirrg lilgin are harcllv rieri'. Clcnerations ago nrunicipalitics
usecl sinrilar occllParlcv codes kr liurit thc ntrmber of black, Iclvish, Irish or It:rliap
re:itler r ls.

_ "All of a strdclcrr people n'ere going in the back l'arcls arrcl hearirrg Sparrish spo-
kcn or seeing pcople congrcgatirrg on stoops or in tLcir r.ards," said foarr Llscr, a1
assistalt l.l.S. attonrcl' in Chicago. "ln sonre u.,ays people rvere living a clilferent
lifcsh'le, btrt the'u'cre rot doi'g ar*'thirrg the least bit oifensii,e ."

Sorrre of the fcar Irtight be rooted in thc rlistakcn perccptions nrauy Alrcric:rrrs
Itrtrc' ,tf llrcir l,:rlirro rreiqlrhors. 'l lrc Posl/KrriscriHarrarrl ,rrrr.r forrrrd, lcrr crarrr-
plc, that uattv ri'ltites arrd blacks or,'erestinr:rtc thc share of Latiros il'ho livc in
po.,'erh', are illegal imnrigrants or rece ive r.,,,elfare.

Half of both blacks ancl rvhitcs saicl that ther believe at least lralf of the nation's
Latin<rs live in pol'erh'.The Latino poverh rate, rneanu,hilc, is rrearlr,26 pcrceli.

About sir in l0 of tlrose pollecl think that most of the Latinos rv|o canre to tlre
[]nitccl Statcs irt the past dccadc n'ere illcg:il imnrigrants. In realih', abotrt onc irr
forrr Latirtos r'r'ho have inrmigrated to thc United States since 1992 canrc illegalll,,
according to INS estirnates.

Also, more than a tlrird of the poll's responclents saicl that at least half of thc na-
tion's legal Latino residents collcct r.r,clfare. In fact, about 6.9 Dercent of the na_
tion's Latinos over age l5 reccive cither public assistanc.c or federal disabilih.
l>avuetrts. Or just over a qttartcr reccive welfare, if that definition is bro;rclcned to
inclucle hotrsing assistance or N,ledicaid.

I' Elgin, l5 milcs rorthrvest of chicago, as lorg as a centurl,ago the cit1,'s

1>opulation was nearll' a qttarter foreign-born ancl business boonrccl. Tien, the i1r-
rnigrants wcre ntostlv from Gernranl' arrd Sw,eden, and ther, lvorkecl in tlte local
f,rttrrtln or tlrc spraulirlg rratclr [Lt torr llrat rrl ils pcak crrrpiored 4.U00 pt.oirlc rrrrtJ
Inacle lilgin u,atchcs :r household naure.

Afier thc olcl economy, facled ancl thc citi'and strrrourcling towns spent clecaclcs
in the cloldnrrrrs, business is once against humnrirrg.

. Noq lilgin's irnrtrigrants are largelv Latino, rnostlv fronr Nlexico, ancl the ir grori,
itrg presctrce is lubricating the econorrrv evcn as it rer,'eals a firn{a1ie1tal clilcmlra.

Orl onc hancl, Elgin neecls lorv-cost r,vorke rs to clcan thc rralls, 1rn the hospital
latrnclrv and staff thc small factories that arc creatirrg a bountv of nov jobs rmdgir
ing thc nrc:l ne\\'ccononric life .

But fcu'of thosc jobs pav lr,cll, ancl the arca has little lon incorre Iorrsi19. 1s21.
irrg the lrea'ilr l,atiro n<trk force to share ltomes ard :rpart.cnts.

l''rorn 1995 b 1998, Irllgin isstred 268 citations fcrr occupancv cocic violations,
arld tlxl-thirds of thcm r'vctrt to farrilics il'ith Hispani. r,,rr,r,,r.r. HLurclrecls of other
Latinos, tltatrr' of '"r'honr speak little llnglish, sai the\,, har,'e bccn corrfrontccl r,",ith
thrc:its of cr.'ictiorr or arrest after their lancllorcls w,crc citecl lvith cocle violations.

"'l'hese kincls of cocle issues, evcn if the1, 11,"r" orr tlie books, rvould not bc cn_
[t'rtttl iflltis tottttttttttih rrert rrll+ilrilt." r,ricl B,.rlie l. Kleirr:r, ert't.rrlirt.rlirec.tor

I Irc \\'rslringtor l)ost. Rclrrinlccl n itlr pcrtrrissiort
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of tlrc HOPE I,'air Ilor-rsinq (lenter, an aclvocacv group prcparing to filc a corn-

piaint u'ith feclcral officials allegirrq tlrat F)lgirr's lrousirrg codc cnforcenrent dis-

crinrinates against l,atinos.
"You slroulcl not see that kirrcl of cxtrcrrtc crrforccrttcrtt actions unless there is

sonle sort ofprcssing health or safch'concenr."
N{anr,'horrconners here sar this issue has nothing to clo u'ith cliscrirrtination,

brrt irrste:rcl rcflccts their desire to protect their propertr,'n'alrres ancl w'ar,of life.
"lf Iou arc paving onc properh'tar ancl have tn'o or three fanrilies living in a

housc, that is not lair to tlrc rcst of us," said Bctsl' Couturc, an lilgin cotntnunity
leaclcr. "You are clemancling more in serl'ice than rou pav in taxes."

3I Kessler I lrfitred Labnrers I,'lla .$6(rr\l Srrlt Zl5

Slavirr n'as corri'icted irr Augrrst of atternpted rnurder ancl assault in corrnectiorr
lvitlr the attack artd faces trp to 50 1'cars in prison r,,'hen lrc is scritcnced. Wagner's
trial is schccluled for Noverrrber.

l'-reclcrick llrovingtorr of IIenrpsteacl, u'ho filed the srrit un behalf of the ncrr
in [J.S. Disttict (]orrrt irr Central Islip on Sept. 17, clcclinccl to conrnrcnt r,csterclar,.

Slavin's atkrrner', Robert Dcl Col of Ihrntington, u,,ho rn:rint:rins his clicnt is
ittrtocetrt artcl is :r victim of perjrrrecl testinrorrr,, saicl of the suit: "lt doesn't surprise
rrre that lnoney r.vas the bottorr linc. . . . That's :r motive to lie . . . fabricate."

Wagtter's attorner', 'l'hclnras Liotti of Garclcn Clitr', said his client isn't associ-
atccl ri,'ith racist organizations, nor is ltc a racist.

'l'hc orgartizatiotts ttatned in the suit :rre the Long Islancl-basecl Sachenr
Qrrali6 of l,ifc, Arncrican Patrol, heaclclrrartcred in Shcinran oaks, calif., thc
Posse Cotrritattts :rttd the Sheriffs Posse Comitatus, heaclquartcrecl in L.llr,sscs, Pa.,
the National Alliance in Hillsboro, Va., and the Creativih Movcnrcnt :rnd thc
Worlcl Church of the Creator, in East Peoria. Ill.

Rav Wvsohrierski of Farrningr"ille, a spokesnr:rn for thc Sache rrr QLralih of Life
Org:rnization, scolfecl at ucu's of the lau,suit.

Wr"sohricrski said the lar','suit rvould not stop the grorip frorn exPrcssing its
'"'ieu's. "'l'hcv can't stop us from saying rvhat lr,e have to sar,," hc saicl. "Tlris gul'
lBreu'ingtonl u'ants to take ar,vav somebod,v else's civil rights."

\\'r'solmierski also suggested that l3reu'irrgton is suing thc n'rong pcople, ancl
saicl he shoulcl target the t.l.S. governrncnt, u,hosc policies he said have allon,ecl
runclocrrnrcnted inrrnigrants io cnter the countrv.

IIe aclded that if the tuo Mexicarr,rre,r "*lere,,'t hcre thei,rvoulcLr't have h:rd
anvthing happcn to thenr."

Clenn Spertcer of Arrerican Patrol said his organizatiorr opposcs illegal irrrrni-
gration atrcl u:rs iust exercising ih right to frcc speech at meetings on Long Island.
Spcrtcer, in a telephorrc intervior'frorn his California office saicl, "l dclr'anl, co1-
Ilcctiort bctween fthe attack on the clav ]aborcrs andl our attenrpt to r,r,:rrrr the
\trtcricittt ltcopl.';rbotrl llre llrrcll rellrescrrted br illcqll irrrrrrigrr',ir,,, critlencetl
clcarlv br the iragic loss of life on Sept. I I lat the World 'l'racie (lenter ancl
Pcntagonl*7,000 peoplc are cleacl in.\'Ianhaitan because orlr govenrnrent rcfuses
to cnforcc our irnnrigration lar",,s."

Spokesnicrr for othcr groups could not bc reachecl for connncnt.
Staff ri'riter llart )ones contribrrtecl to this story.

ss
Injured Laborers File $66M Suit:
Suing Men Charged in Bias Attacks,
7 Crou ps

Robert E. Kessler

'l ri'o N4erican clal' laborcrs har,c filccl a fcclcral civil rights lan'suit seeking $66 nril-
lion in clartragcs frorn trvo rnen chargecl ii'ith bnrtalll'beating theni in Shirlel'last
vcar, as 

"r'ell 
as seven groups the-v sal crcatccl an crn'irorrrrrcrrt supporting violence

against l,atino inrnrigrants.
'fhc suit bl Israel Perez ancl N{agdaleno Estracla liscauiilla, wlro havc slnce re-

turnecl to N4exico, is part of a class actiorr orr bchalf rif Latino da1' laborers across

the Unitccl Statcs. Bcsiclcs thc nronetarv damages, the strit secks a court orcler bar-
rirrg both nrerr, Rvan Wagner, 20, of N,{aspctlr, arrcl Clrristopher Slavin, 29, of
flicksrille, as r.iell thc scl'crr groups tliat oppose illegal inrnrigration, frorn h:rrass-

ing or assaultirtg anv Latino dav laborers. 'l'hc suit clrargcs tlrat the defenclants de-

pril'ccl the laborers of iheir right to tlrc s:rrne securifi.'enj<lr,ccl bi'u.hite people,
conspired to crcatc a clirrratc of fear nithin the Latino conrmurrities, and clcprirecl
the rvorkcrs of thcir rights kr free s1>eech, frcc asscnrbly and frec associ:rtion ttnder
thc First ancl l4th Amenclnrents.

I"rorr r Neil,sr/dl, (Scptcrrbcr 27, 200 I ). Ooplright (t r 2001 Ne n'sdar , hrc. Rcprintccl n ith pe rtnissior r.
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Yellow
Frank Wu

Writing Race

I'd likc to be as honest as possible in cxplainirrg n,h\,, ancl horv race nrattcrs, bec:mse
it shapes elcn'aspect of rnl'life-a,,.1 en'"rvone elsc's. I'cl like to do so in a lrauner
that allorvs rtn'w'hitc relativcs arrd nrv nhitc fricnds to unclcrstard and cmpathize.

I have le:rrrted how rtaive I w'as to havc supposecl that chilclren grcw out of their
race:tttcl to llave cxpcctecl that aclults could not possiblr,be racist. ihe lives of peo-
ple of color are materiallv cliffcrent than the livcs of rvhites, btrt in thc abicling
Atllcricatt spirit rve all prefcr to belier''c that our incliviclualisnr is rlost inportapt.

As a nrember of a rlinoritl, group everl.where in nr\. country, except alrong
farnil,r' rir through thc self-conscirnrs effort to find othcr Asian Arnericans, I alter-
tlate betlveetl being conspicuotrs ancl vanishing, bcing stared at or lookecl t6rorrgl-r.
Althotrgh thc conditions nlav sceur corrtr;rclictriry, thci have in conunolr thc loss of
control. In nrost irrstances, I am u,,ho others perceir,,e me to be rather than 6ou,, I
pcrceive rnvsclf to bc. Cortsiclerccl bl'the strong sense of indii,idtralisur inherent tcr
Anrcrican socieh,, the irrabilitv to clchrre ole's Jelf is the greatest loss of libcrty,pos-
siblc We Atllericatrs bclierc itt irn hcrclic nivth fronr the ninetecnth cerrtrrry,
wlrercb-y nlovirlg to the frontier gir"es a pcrsoll a new idcntih.. livel if they clo 'otlirrcl qoltl' silicr. or.il. ttrctr *l.ro rrriglatc kr tlrc \\'cst,',,rr ,c,',rke tl'.i,r..pi,t.ti,,ur.
lltrt rlt<;r'iDg to Califorltia u,orks onlv for rvhite nien. Others carrnot invent thern-
sclr''cs bv shcer u'ill, bccattse 

'ro 
rrtatt"r liori idiosvncratic one's inclil,iclrral iclerrtih,,

onc cartnot overcolnc thc stcreoh,i>c of group iclentih.
Sonictirrres I have an encouriter that clcnronstrrtc, huu casilr l>coplc can bc

transfixed bl a racial stcreohpe. hi a casrral asicle, a business colieagle, u,lro I
tlrtltrght kllcw' tlte n'ell ertough to knon' bettcr, rrrav nrake arr carlcst rcrrrark rcr,,eal-
ing that his atterlrpt ttt c<tnttect uith rne.,rr, .,nr" onlv through race. Althgrrgh
ther rarclv tttetltiort tltcir personal lives, peoplc allvavs rvill nrak-e it a point te tlll
ttte abottt the hit rrtoi'ic thcl'sari'last nighi or tlre lrusclur exlribit tlrcr.torrrccl 6l,er
thc n'eckcrrcl if it had a r.aqucll,Asian therrre, uhc.thcr clrincse, Jai;,r,,cse, Korcal,

ErcerPts frorrt Yel1ou'l;r l"rtrnk \\\r. Oopvriglrt ri: 2(X)l bl l,'rark \\ir. l{eprintcrl lrv pcnrrissiorr of Basic
llooks, r nrcrnbcr of Pcrscrrs llooks. LLC.
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\tictnanrese, or nlratcver, becatrsc, "lt reminciecl me of \''ou." Thet,tell ntc I rcsctrt-

blc the cellist Yo-Yo N4a or thcir fivc-t'earllcl son's friend in school. Or irr r passing

irrstant,:r whitc boy or a black bor,, rvhorrr I u'ould credit ll'ith chilcllroocl inno-

cencc, can rekirrcllc rl\,memor\r of the ordinarv intolerance of clays past. r\t atr air-

port or riding on a subu,a\', bors u'ill sce lne and suclclenlv strike a karatc pose,

chop at thc air, throrv a kick, and rrttcr sornc sing-song gibbcrish, before turriirtg
lrcxrncl ancl nurning :rr','ar'. .\'lartin Luther King Jr. asked to be luclgecl br,'the cort-

tcrrt of his characicr rather than tlrc color of his skin, but in these surreal cpisodes I
am not judqed bv tlrc content of rrn'clraracter becausc thc dealings have rto ccttt-

tcnt except for the racial irrragc. Worse, it is as trivial for others as it is trattrlatic to

mc. I nra\' :rs u'cll be a stage prop. Llniversitv of Caiifornia at Berkcley literatrrre

professor Iilaine Kinr has recorrntecl bcing tolcl bt' a ll'hite friencl ri'ho'cl rcad

Nlarine Hong Kingston's 'I'fte Won'tan Warrkr, one of tlrc earliest r'i'orks of Asiart

Arncrican no'n,els to becorre a staple of litcrature courses, tlrat onlv throtrgh thc

book clicl shc come to unclerstand Kim.l'l'he fictional charactcr bccotres tnorc be-

lievable tlran a real person, as thoitgh it is easier to knor,r'Asian i\nrericans throitgh

tlrc representation than through thc rcalih'.
At other tirres, I riill have aniither hpc of encourtter in the atronl'tnotts rttslt of

contenporarv life, onc tlrat confims that people cati be obliviotts to folks uho
clon't resenrblc therr.: 'l'o present :rn arralog.,., tttitst tnotorcvclists aricl bicl'clists

n,lro ride regularlr, on cih' strccts are accustonred to thc sitttation irr u,hich thev

n,ill utake prolongecl eye contact rvith :r clrivcr, wfro then blithelt' proceecls to cttt
off the bikc or trrrn clircctlf in front of it. 'l'he pcrson behincl the ufieel rral, l1xu.

sccn the ricler btrt resporrcls only to vchicles like her on,n; anlthit-tg clse doesn't rcg-

ister. Liker,vise, rvaiting in linc, I arr anazccl n4ren a nhitc person, scltttctitnes u,ell-

dresseci and distinguishecl looking and sonetinres not, cuts itt front of rlre or

crpects to be given VIP tre:rtment. I arn galled bi'uot onll'the action but also tire

sense of entitleutcni that this persoll racliatcs. I wartt to sal', "l{ello? Did 1'ou Irot

see the rest of trs back lrcre, r r clicl vou take it for grantecl tlrat vorr rl'erc tttore iu-
portant?" Of course , sonretirncs people arc rnorrentarilv distractcci or generallY inr-

polite. It lrapl>ens oftcn enorrgh, hou,ever, in c:rses wherc it is lair to sttrmise that

racc and genclcr are involvccl. When lvhites are clisrcspectecl lt1'other rvtritcs-for
examplc, il'hen ther,. are rrsherccl to a clescrted area of the restattr:rrtt rtear the

kitchen-tho gcnerallv arc not plaguccl b1' the suspicion that it is for racial rea-

sons. It is casier for thcm to r.r'ritc off :rn incident as tltc conseqtlcrtce of incivilih'
rather tlian another inclication of sorrrething w'orse . Evert if people of coltlr arc

s1>urrrccl frrr reasorrs other tlrarr race, thc nraltre:rtrncnt h:rrkeris back to race be-

cause of thc uncertainh' of the uratter. Peoplc of cokrr are helcl io a clorrblc start-

darcl. Asian,\rrrcricans arc inrprrdent if rve presunrc to behavc as otlrcrs have dorrc

nitlrout doubting thcir riglrt; rvhat is asscrtive arc] conrmatrclirrq il'herr it conrcs

frorr :r',lhite nrale is bossr,ancl prcsrrrlptuous frou art Asian Arttcricatt fcrrrale. . . .

\h,prernisc is straiglrtforuarcl. I{acc is nrore tharr black arrd lr'hite, litcrallv artcl

figtrr:rtivelr'. Yellou, bciongs. ()rai' prcclorlinates. I adr.'ance tltcse :rrgutrtettts to-

gethcr, ancl thcl' :rre rnrrtrrallr, rcirrforcing. Bcing ncither black nor rvhite, Asian
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Anrcric:itrs clo not atrtornaticallr' sidc u'ith cither blacks or nhites. Colunrbia
l.lnivcrsih'profcssor c]arv okihiro oncc askcd, "is 1'ellou'black or n,hite?"1 chang-
Lirl'l'ierl, u']to r'r'as the firstAsian Amcrican to hc:rd a major research universiq, rf-
callecl arrir'irrg in the LLrited Statcs in 1956. IIc savs that nhcn hc r,",as a gracirrate
sttrclcrlt, "l never rocle the cih' buses" in Louisr.ille, Kentr-rckr'. IIc rl,'as hrrrniliatecl
rlltell hc boarclecl otte and sau'tlrat "r,,,hitcs roclc in the front ancl 'colorecls'roclc in
thc rear." Hc askcd, "Just u'herc eractll,clici an Asian fit in?" IIc clicl rrot w,ish ki bc
consigrted to thc back of the bus, but ircithcr dicl he belicr.,e th:rt g,en if he clarccl
kl sit clon'rr in the front of thc brrs, he crxrlcl stav thcre in goocl conscience.4'l'heirs
are the bcst h'pe of clucstion, becausc ther,have no:llrs\\,ers. . . .

Itl race tttatters, u'ords rtrattcr, too. Asian ,\rncricnns have bcen cxcltrcled bv the
Vcn' terns usecl to conccptrralize race. People speak of "Anrcricarr" as if it ,,,.r,,,
"ri'hite" artcl "rtrirtorih"' as if it ne:rrrs "black." In that sernantic formtrla, Asian
Atlcricaris, rlcithcr biack rror n'hitc, corrsequentlv arc neither Anrcrican nor 1ri-
noritl'. I arlr offcrtdecl, both as art acaclenrlc r'ril ,, an Asian Amerrcan. Asian
Attteric:tlts shoulcl bc inclrrdccl for tlic sake of tnrtlrfirhiess, not merelr,, to grati4,
otlr ego. Witllout tts-attcl rtcedlcss to sar", w,itlrorrt manl,others-el,cruti i,rgibo,rt
rlrt e is irrtrrrrrplelc.

It isn't easl' to call people on their uncorrscious crrors. If I point olt t|at t|ey
srirl "\rrericarr" *lrcrr tlr., r'r.arrl "*lrite." tlrcr riill r,.,,i, it "iirr;il;:.\i:-ii."^rknor.l, u,hat I mcan," or "whi'are vou bringing up racc?" yct it is worth poncleiing
exactlv r'r"hat thet'do IlcaIt. What thg, have clone through negligence, lvith barell,
any il\\'areness, is eqtrate race and citizensliip.'l'hcv nray cr,,el becolrc erlbri_
rasscd ouce the effect is noticccl. Asian Anrericans \\,erc upset u,hen the NIS-NBC

"i'cbsitc 
prir-rted a headline antrouncirrg that "Arnericari beats orrt Ku,'an" after

Tara Lipinskv defeatecl Nlichelle Kn,an in figtrre skating at the l99g \\/i1ter
ol1'rnpics.; Like gold medalist Lipinskr,, Kn,an is an American. By inrpll,ing that
K_n'arl n'as a foreigner n'ho had been clefcatecl br an "Anrericar," ihe Lreacllilc in
cffect allrtrtttnced that an Asian Anrerican had been defeatcd bv a rvlrite Arrcricarr
in a racialized cttntcst. If tn'o n'hite Arlcric:rns conrpete agaiirst each other in a
sportirrg e'ert-sa\', ri'a1s Na.cl, Kerrigan arcl 'l'o'1,a Harcling-it ri,oulcl bc prc_
posterous for the restrlt to bc dcscribed as one of thcrn clefeated bl, an"Arlerican." If K',r'an had n'on, it also n'oulcl be unlikcll, for the victon, b be clc_
scribed as "Anrcrical bcats out Lipiusky" or ,.Asian 

beais otrt n,hite." Nlovie pro_
ducer Chri.stophcr l,ce rccalls that u,hen stuclio exccutives n,ere consiclcring
rnaking a filuln'crsion of /ol Luck ClLrb, thq' shiecl au,av fronr it because ,.thcre

lrc tto.\tttcricrttts itt it." llc toltl lris collergrres. "'flrert.rrc Arrrcric'rrrrs irr it. llrcr
jrrsI tLrrr'l look like rorr.""
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ffiffi
Asian American?
Sonia Shah

I lvas rccenth askecl to n,ritc aborrt Asian Anrcrican Ilistor', N4orrth, u'hich, since

1979, has bccn obserr.'ecl cluring thc rnonth of Nlar'.

l)espite tlre fact that I q'rite about t\sian Americarr isstrcs ott a fairlv regular
basis, ancl in manr, n,:rvs corrsicler mvself arr Asian Anrerican, it n'asrr'i easr to fig-

ure.'l'he verv tcrrrr, "Asian Americarr Historr'," makcs orlr presence here sottncl so

official, so natrrral.
Yet the tcrnr "Asian Anerica" itsclf is problenratic. N.'lost of the pcople rl'horr

othcrs n'orild charactcrizc as "Asian Arncricitn" nrost empltaticallr don't think of
themselr,es that riar'. (And rranl , irrcluding rrost clf those in mr lanrih', ri'ould be

ahnost offended: thev arc C)ujtrratis, thank vou vert'muchl) Otrr partictrlar histo-

ries, ethnicities, arrcl nationalities :lrc one million tintcs tnore visceral attd tneau-

ingful in our lives than pan-Asianness (ancl n'hat riotrlcl that be, otre u'ortclcrs:
"fusion" cookirrg?).

'flrc ptrsh to rrnifr, ihc clisparate peoplcs ancl historics of Chinese, Japancse,
Vietnamese, Hrnong, Pakistanis, Thais, ancl hrcliarrs, alnong otltcrs, cotnes frotr
both right ancl left. Of course it t,orrlcl bc casier fcrr tlrc LI.S. censtrs, btrt also for

thc raclicals ri,lro startecl tlrc "Ycllor.i'Poner" rroventent irr tlrc lc)60s, arrrorrg oth-
ers. Iltrt unlikc oihcr dir,erse ctlrnic/racial groups, snch as African Atneric:ttts atrd

Relrrirtcd lx lrcrrissior of thc nrtlror. l:irst appcared ittZliat Oonrnrcntarr'(.\1;ril 26, l9i)t)1.



)52 \' Some CorLsequertces of Racial, (]entler, ancl Class IneqtLalitt

Nativc Alnericans, Asian Pacific Anrericans sharc no conrnroll lristorical trarrlra
like slar.'e[ or coloniz:rtion. Wc slrare no "Asiar]" languagc or ethnicity or nation or
color. What u.,c lravc irr corrrnron, urost of us ri'orrlcl rather forget.

'fhere is art rrndeniable stratcgic valttc irr orrr urrih.,\rrrericarrs knoii.so littlc
about Asian cttltttres, in general, that thc stereoh?cs aird firrtasics projectccl rrporr
anlr olle grorrp bleecl over oltto the rtcxt. Wc liave tlrose in colnllioll, ancl it
u'otrlcln't clo anv goocl to resist sonre ancl not the othcrs. As a grorrp, Asians lrave
sotnctitttes lteert hcld rrp as "model rninoritics" ancl at other times pilloriecl as spics
ancl irrterlrtpers, btrt aln'avs, it secnrs, \\'c are held at a clistancc, no rnatter hoq.
"Arttcricatt" \\'c maY bccorne. 'l-his is at least partlv because our role irr Anrcrical
socich' is largeh' defined not bi,' ottr unique contributions per se, brrt br ollr as-
signecl rolcs in thc unfolding cirarna betn'ccn Anrcrican labor ancl capital, and be-
tu'een blacks ancl lr'hites.

Flach ll'ar''c of Asian irlrnigration to Anrcrican shores lras becrr triggcrecl br
[J.S. imnrigration policl' or urilitarf interu'crrtions in Asia. When Anrerican labgr
has gottert too erpeusive, clue to union org:rnizing victories ancl the like, inrnrigra-
tion lans hal'e strategicallr" shifted to import u,orkers frorn Asia, r',,hethcr pior
Chinesc laborcrs in the 1800s to builcl the railroacls or l>rofessional Asians iri tlrc
i960s to ser'"'ice the then-gron'ing welfare state. LI.S nriiitrri intcrventions in the
Philippines, Korea, Vietnarn, ancl elsenhere likcuise rcsLrltecl in floocls of Asial
refugees atArrerican gatcs.'l'oclav, the n,orkers, farnrcrs, ancl small landowrrers in
Asia u'hosc livelihrlods have bccn crtrshed bv the dcrnancls of U.S. multirrational
cotttparties-tlor'r'freer thalr cver to clo bLrsirress abroacl-are bcirrg snrugglecl ille-
gally into the country.

Preclictabll', backlashes against these u,'orkcrs havc follou,ccl in cach case. Lar,,,s
excluding Chincse frorn beconrirtg citizens, o\\'nrrrg propcrq,, nrarrvlng, or attcrrcl-
irrg public schools n'ith ivhites were cnactecl in thc rnicl- b latc-1800s. ln 19,12, t[c
[J.S. gor''ernrrrent stripped i10,000 Japanese Arrericans of t]reir lronrcs, posscs-
siorts,:rrtcl savittgs and forced then into corrccntration canlps; trpon thcir relcase-
iobless, pertniless-the govcmrlent served as an enrployrnent ageno, fielcling thc
nan)/ requcsts for senants.

'lhe 1980s ecoltorllv sparked another war,'c of anti-Asiarr violcrrce: in 1982.
Chincse Arttcricatt Vincent (lhin r'vas bcaten to cleath lr,ith a bascb:rll bat bl, uncul-
plol'ed attto r'r'orkers r'lfio thought hc u':ls Japanesc (ancl who scnecl not a .iirgl. chr
irt jail). In lc)87, Navraz N,'lodi'rvas beaten to cleath bv a gang of i,orrths iir Nc,r,
Jerscl', hortte of the infarriorrs "clotbusters" (a','iciotrs refercnce to the Incliarr binclhi).

'l'oclal', tttatrvAsiau r'r'orkers scrve as a sort of rriclclle-ticr w,edge bctueen blacks
arld rvhites,:rrtd betl,"'ccn corporate elites and r,orkcrs-rnost tragicallr.irr Los
.\lrqt'les clrrrirrg llrt' 1992 riols. Uicrr tlrc rrrrrtlr-lrrrrdccl pr,rfcs.ior,,,l.\ri,,,,' rrrc'lr:rr-
rassed arrcl excluclecl on thc basis of their acccrrts, the ir degrcc.s,rfter .levaluccl ancl
lrc'ltl lo lriglrt'r-llrrrrr-rtsttrtl strrrrdrrds. F'ol lll llre Irrrlarc rt.grrrtlirrg t]rt.il srrr.t.css.
tllost of fheni still rnake lcss lrione)'than n'hites r.r'ith conrparablc cchrcations.
lJnclocrrrrtetrtcd Asiarr rvorkers take the jobs noboclr,clse u,ilL tolcratc, toiling in
srte:tlslroPs lrrrtl llrctorit's. lrr orre p:rrticrrl;rrlr.t,gregi,rrs r.:rre. tl,rzelrs,,f 'llrlri rr.ork-
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ers were rcccntlv founcl to ha'u'c bcen helcl :rgainst their r.vill in a barbccl-n'irc-

encloscd southenr Clalifcrrrria swcatshop betn'een 1990 ancl 1997.
'l'hc rnoclel rninorit-r' rru'th*conscioirsh' encouragcd bv crnbattlecl clitcs in

Asian colrruunities-liker,i'ise irrscrts Asians into the larger clranra aborrt blacks arrcl

ivhites. Whilc an cclucation c:rn bc ltacl and a living m:rde b:isecl on rlloclel tnittor-
ih, n1'ths (at least for sonie), it is :rt thc cost of inclulging ihc racist clelusion that
there can be sonre "good nliriorities" in implicit contrast to tlrose other "ltad nri-
norities," u'ho have onlt'thensclvcs to blanle.

Part of the cloublc-bind of Asian Arncricarts is that ret:rining orlr Asian hcritages

c:rn bc alnrost as difficLrlt as bccorning American. 'l'he Arlerican meclia cclntittttcs

to be fascinatccl rvith Asian mise4'and scnsclcss opprcssiorr. Wlicn Ameritrtnr grritr

a pcck into life in Asia, it is invariablv a horror scene: hrcloncsiarrs eating bark;

Chinese \\'onren drinking pcsiiciclcs; Thai prostitutes ch:rinecl to tlrcir bcds; clcacl

bodies in rivers, cont:rnrinated blood supplies, rrruclslides, train n,recks, rllilssacres.

Non-Asians m:rv be strangclr, conrforted bv thesc talcs of distant il'oc. Btrt n'hat
coulcl anvonc r.vith ties to those courttrics feel, besiclc sorro\\', shatle, ragc, alielt-
:rtion, or: 'l'hank Clod q'e're here ancl not thcre!

'l'he stort'of Asian,,\rttcrican ltistori', irt these \\'avs, is a storv of rtot belorrgirtq,

of alienation from Anerica and Asia. Yet, clcspitc all this arnbii'alence ancl contra-

diction about our place in tJ.S. societl', Asian Anrericans havc plal'ed trpon thc

broader American stage and have rriaclc lives ancl history change as a rcsrtlt.

Pcople such as thc hunran rights aclvoc:rte Yrrri Kochil'anra; the ferrrirrist actii,ist

Anannya Bltattacharjee; thc cp.teer activist Un'ashi Vaicl; tltc radical poet Janice
Mirikitani; the public intellectuals fllenn Omatsti, Pcter Kn'ong; arrcl N{ari N,latsucla;

the fihrrnr:rkers llichard Ftrng ancl Rencc Tajirra to irarttc just a fcri', alrrong nl:luv

others, are builcling an inspirccl, radical Asiarr lcft to irnprovc all of orrr lives.

Their legacr,-tlrc ftrtrrre of histon.-are toclay's vibrant Asian Anierir:an ittttrti-
grant u,orkcr rlovernents, the gron'ing institution of Asian.,\tneric:ttt Sttrclies in turi-

vcrsities, a flourishing Aian Arlcrican arts corlrlrrurih', and tttorc. '1'hese pcoPlc altcl

the instittrtions thev havc built, against thc odds, arc thc Asian nrakcrs of Anrericart

histori,.'l'hey'lravc and ilill continrle to force Arricrica to rcckon nith thc rcalities of
2 diversc, nrultilingr-ral, \'cllon'ancl bron'rt, ever-morc-\'ocal Asiartizc<l Altreticit.



ffiffi
Yes, lFollow lslam,
but I'm Not a Te rrorist
Nada El Sawy

'l'he tragedi' of Scpt. I I qives Americ:tns tlre chalce to leanr abolt a reliqiol thei
lrar c r rcr cr rrrrdr.rstoorl.

As ari !,g1'ptian-Atnericatt ancl a N.'luslinr, I've aluavs been clismavecl bi,the w'al.
Islam has becrr gerterallv rnisrcpreserrted in the nredia ancl nrisrrnclcrstooil by rrrost
Americatrs. Sincc the tragic events of Sept. l l, lslanr has becn in tl-re spotligJrt, ancl
though leaclers such :rs Presiclent Georgc W. Bush arrd Ncr,r.,York N'lai<rr {uclolp|
Ciuliani ltave rnade a cortcertecl effort to distinguish it from terrorism, sorne peo-
plc still aren't getting the rnessage.

I atn a graduate stttclent irr jotrmalisrn, oftcn assignecl to *'rite :rrticles abotrt
currettt events. T'he dav afier the tcrrorist attacks I hcadecl out to Brookh,n to cover
a storv about an Islanric school tlrat hacl becn pelted u'ith rocks ancl blorrdl pork
chops in thc hottrs after the Worlcl 'l'racle Ccnter tolvers collapsecl. Whoer,er
conlmitted this act klrew' enough about Isl:rnr to knorr tlrat pork is forbidclen, but
apparentlv littlc else abotrt Islarnic beliefs. "l r,lish pcople rioulcl stop calling rrs
terrorists," one sixth gracler tolcl nre.

When I reacl aborrt Osartra birr Ladcn or groups like the ligrptian Islarnic fihad,
I lvant to tell therrt, "Yott're giving lslarn a bacl nanrc!" I u'ant to shon, people that
the religion I knon' is orte that calls for patience, hamronv:rncl unclcrstaniling.

_ Islarn uav be tlie r.l'orld's seconcl largest religion, but in the LJnitecl Statcs,
hotlle to :rbout 6 rnillion of its follou'ers, it remairis il rnvstcn,. Anreric:rrrs secm to
belic''e that backpacking throtrgh l'luropc or kcepinq rrp r.i,ith the noi,s gi,,,cs thclr
:ttt ttrlclerstattclittg of eve rvthing aborrt the cultrrrcs, religions and traclitioirs that clif-
fer fronl their own. Whilc I'nr heartcnecl br,'tlrc sincere curiosi\,of sonre, like t|c
stilist rilro urketl ttre alrottt tttr lrt'licls:rs irc lrirrrrrrctl rrri lririr. rrr,xl pt.opie rtill
lrrrc ir lorrg ulri hr go.

I har"e vct to ureet anvorre-ri,ho isn't cithcr espcciallr.u,ell rcacl, a reliqion
rltaior or a N{ttslint-',i'ho catt acctrratelv clescribe Islauric beliefs. N4anv people
fincl it fascinatirrg that I u orship .{llalr l itLont undcrstancling that "Alla}r" i, ,i,rrpl,,

I''rotl Nsusu'ee,( (Oi:bbcr It, 2001) col;rriglrt ir.r 2001 br \cnsneek, Lrc.,\11 righLs rcscrrecl. I{eprinlccl
tx pcnnission.
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thc r\rabic norcl for (locl. N,luslims rrse thc uorcl onlr,becausc the universal tcach-
ings of lslanr have been prcscrvccl in the Arabic lanqu:rqe.

I carr recall a'l'lianksqivirrg clinner n,ith farnih'friencls several years ago n'hcrr
thc host olfe recl a snrall pravcr. As r'i,e all hclcl hands, he started n,itlr thc ctrstorrrarv
tlranks for the foocl, fanrilv ancl friends.'l-l-ren he proccecled to sar, "Ancl thank vou
to Gocl-or n,hoo'cr else r,ou choosc to u,orship, mav it bc Allah . . ." He rneant
n'ell, btrt I rctttcmber flinclting. Hc ancl his farrrih'hacl traveled to the N,Iiclcllc lllast,
takcrr pictures of N{uslirns pra1,ing, reacl al>otrt the cultures tho' u,ere visiting, but
none of it hacl lcd to a clcar rrnderstancling of lslrnr.

I'nr rtot strrprised nhen classrttates confrorrt me ri'ith tlre charge th:rt Muslinrs
arottttcl the norld are killing in the n:rtrc of religiorr. I'm careful not to mention
the tnatl' \'luslinis u,ho have bccn killed in places like Kosol,o, Indonesia and
Palestinc. I clort't u'ant to responcl n'ith that kind of foolish rebuttal bec:nrsc I abhor
thc scrtseless rnrrrder of all human bcings.

'l'he trtrth is, furraticism can spring fronr nrisguiclecl excess in anv religion, ancl

\lrrslinrs u.'ho kill in the Irante of their belicfs are not trtre N4us1ims. Aggression is

trot a tcnet of our reliqiort, but rather sorrrcthing thai is condenrnccl except in self-
clcfense.'l'he Quran states: "Fight in thc c:ruse of Allah those ufio fight vorr, btrt
corrmit no aggression; for Allah lovcs rrot transgressors" (al-Baqarah 2:190).

If fcn' people understand tlrat Islan is a peaceful rcligion, er,'e n feu'er knou,
holv beautiftrl it can be. Whcri I stuclied in C:riro cltrring ml' junior vear of collcge,
mv grandmother hacl a religion ieacher conrc to l-rer hotrse ever\,' lveek to tcach us

the Qrrran. Hcaring him chant the ','erscs lr,as like listening to breathtaking nusic.
'l'he rc is also an element of poctrv in a Ntuslirr's er.,er1'c1:r,v lifc. One says "Allah" or
"nra sha'aAllah" 1"as Clod u,ills") trpon seeing sonrcthing beautiful, like a sunset or
a neu'bonr babv. Whenever familv menrbcrs or friencls part, one sal's, "l,a illah
illaAllah" ("there is onh'one Cod") ancl the other responds, "N,{trhammacl rasoul
Allah" ("\'Iuharnnracl is Cocl's prophet").

'l'o mc, irrfornring people about thcsc rvonclerful aspects of Islanr is a plcasurc,
trot a burclen.'l'here are sigrs tlratAnrericans nrav be reach'to lcarri. I u,as nroved re-
centh'n'hen I sarv a \\'onran on the subn'av rcacling a book about Islarn to her r,otrng
clauglrtcr. She explainecl that shc n,as teachinq herself, as w,ell as hcr daughtcr. If
rtrore people takc that approach, there w'ill collle a clar,u'lrcrr lanaticisn is no longer
equatccl n'ith laith, ancl N,ltrslinrs arcn't sccrr as terrorists brrt as hrrrlan benrgs.



ffiffi
Ind ian Tribes:
A Continuing Quest
for Su rviva I

U.S. Commission on Human Rights

'l'raclition:rl cir.'il riglrts, as thc phrasc is usccl herc, includc those rights that are sccr-rred
to irtclividtrals attcl are basic to thc lJnitccl Statcs svsteni of go,,,cmrlent.'l'hev inc]uclc
tlre right to vote and thc right to equal tre;rtrrcrrt lr,ithout discrimination on tlre basis of
race, rcligion, or rtational origin, arnong otlrers, in such arcas as cclircatiol, housing,
emplourent, public acconrniodations, ancl the achrinistraiion of justice.

hr ordcr to rrnclerstancl wlierc American Inclians stand toclav v",ith respect to thcsc
rights, it is important to look at historical developrnents uf tire .urr..pt of Inclian
rights along r.r'itlr the cil'il rights ntovemeut in this corrntry..'l'hc consiclcration qiven
lo tlresc ftrctors lrerc rtill rrot lle c'rlrirrrstire, lrrrt rallrcr,i bri..f lt,ok rrl ,.,',,. ,,i [1,.
events that are nrost necessarv to a b:rckgrorrncl understanding of this area.

A basic artd cssential factor cotrccming Arnerican Inclians is that the dc,,,ckrp-
ttletlt of cir.'il rights issues for thenr is in ro,erse orcler frorrr other nrinoritics in tliis
cotttrtrv. Politicallv, other rninorities siarted u'ith nothing and attcmptccl to obtain
a l'oice in the eristing ccottoutic ancl political structrrre. hrdians startcd n,ith e.,,err,,
thing ancl havc gra<luall1'lost nrucli of rvhat they hacl to an adr,ancing aliel cir:i-
lizatiolr. Otlter ntinoritics havc had rro separate govenrnental institutions. 'l'heir
goal prirlrarih has bccn atrcl contirtues to be to makc the cxisting systeur i1r,olr.e
tlrerlr arrcl li'ork for thenr. Ilrdian tribcs havc aln,avs been separatclrolitical cntities
intcrestecl in ntairrtiiining tlrcir oll'n institutions and bcliefs. 'fheir qoal has been t9
llrevetlt tlte clisrttarttling of thcir ori'ri sl,stcurs. So rrhilc othcr ininorities haye
sorrglrt irltcgratiorr into the larger socieh', nruclt of htclian socieh, is motii,atecl to
rctain its political arrcl culitrral scpar:rtcness.

Althouglr at the bcginniltg of the cokrnization process Inclian ll:lrlons \\;erc
lllore lltlltlerotts :tttcl bctte r aclapted to survival <n tlris corrtinent tlran thc
litrrol>cart scttlers, thesc acll'ant:lges \\:ere cluicklr,'lost. T'lre colonization pcriocl san'
the rapid cxitattsiott of non-lrrclian conrrrunitics in rrumbcrs and tcrriton.coverccl

Itulittn'l'rihcs: ACottirtLrirtqQuest lor s-rin,ila1, a rcport of tlrc []nrtccl States (lornrrrjssiorr ori (livil
I{rglrts, Jrure l 9E i , p. 31. I{cprirtccl bl pcrnrissiorr.
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and a shift irr the balancc of strength frorn Inclian to norr-lrrclian conrrnunities arrd
govertrrnettts. 'l'he extent to u'hich hrdians interrningled with non-lndian socich'
i'aried bv tinrc period, geographic:rl location, and the abilitv of n:rtir.cs inrcl nerr
collters to gct along r'vith onc another. As a gencral nratter, J,ou.,.r, Inclians n'crc

'",ien'ed ancl treated as nterubers of political entities that n'ere not part of the IJnitcd
Statcs. 'l'he Constittrtiorr acknowlcdgcs this bv its separate 1>rovision regarclinq
tracle 

"r"ith 
the Inclian tribes.l hrcliarr tribes todav that har,c not bccn forcibh,assirrri-

lated, extinguisliecl, or legrrllr tcrriratecl still consider thernsclves to be, ancl are
r,'ieu'cd in Arrerican lar.r', as separate political unrts.

The Racial Factor

An important clcntent in the clcvelopnrent of civil rights for Anrerican Inclians
today goes bci'ond their legal and political status to inclucle the u'av thev have
becn viovecl r:rciallv. Since colonial times hrdians havc been vien'ccl as :,rrr "infe-
rior race"; sornetinres this vierv is condescendinglv positive-thc ronanticizcd
Itoble savage-at other tinres this view is hostile -the vicious savagc-:rt all tinrcs
the view is racist. All things hrdian are vicwcd as inherentlf infcrior to their courr-
terparis ir-r the white European tradition. Strong racist statenrcnts have appearccl irr

congressional debates, Presidential policy annorurcenrents, court decisions, ancl

other autiroritative public utter:rrtccs. This racisrn has scrvecl b justifi :i ricw'nori
reptrdiatcd, bui rvhich still lingcrs in the public nrirrd, that hrdians arc not entitled
to thc same legal righh as others in this country. In sorne cases, racism has been
coupled lr'ith apparcntly benevolent ntotives, to "civilize" thc "savages," to teach
therr Christiar-r principles. In otl.rcr cases, the racisrn has been coupled ll'iih grcc<l;
hrdians were "removed" to clistant locations to prcvent them fronr stanclirrg in thc
wav of the developrrtent of the new Westcrn civilization. At onc cxtrerle the con-
cept of infcrior status of Indians was used to jrrstifi.' genociclc; at the other, appar-
entlr'' benevolent siclc, the attempt n'as to assimilate thern into tlrc dortinarrt
societl'. Whatcvcr the ratiolrale or motive, rvhether rootecl in voluntarl' effrrrts or
cocrcioit, the cornrron clenorriirtator has been the bclicf that lndian socieh' is an
inferior lifestl'lc.

It sprang frortt a conviction that native people u.'ere a loucr gradc of huuranih'frrr
n4ronr the accepted cannons lslc] ofrespect need nol appll; one clicl not debase orre-
self bv rtrining:r n:rtive persorr. At tirnes, this conviction was statecl explicitlv bv nrcn
irt pLrblic office, butu'hetlrer expressecl or not, itgcneratecl decision and:rctiorr.l

lrarlv assinilationists like Thomas Jcffcrson proceeded fronr this assurrrptiorr u,itlr
benevolent clesigns.

Thus, even as thcy ackrror.r'ledgecl a clegree of political rutonorrrf in tlre tribes, tireir
cotrviction of the n:rtivcs' cultural inferioritl lcd thcrrr to irrterfere in tlreir social, rc-
ligiorrs, :rtrcl ecorronric practiccs. l'cdcral agents to the tribes nol onll negotiatecl
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trcatics arrrl tettderr:d pattucnts; tlrer'prcssLrrecl husbands b takc up thc plou' alcl
u'ives to lcarn to spirl.'l'he tttore conscientious aqcnts olfercd qrahritous lectures orr
thc virtLrcs of rrrorroganl., industrt', ancl ternpcr:urce.

'l'hc sarrrc tlnclerh'irlg:lssulnption providecl the basis for Arrclreu,|acksorr's atti-
tucle. "l ha"'c lortg viovccl treatics n'ith the Incli:rns an abstrrclih lrot to be recol-
cilccl to tltc principlcs of ortr go.,'entrnent," he saicl. As Presicicrrt he refnsed to
cnforcc thc clccisions of thc [J.S. Suprenc Cotrrt Lrpholcling Cherokce tribal arr-
tottotttt, ar)d he ltacl a prorrtinent role in tlre forcccl renroval of the Cherokecs fronr
Clcorgia arld thc appropriation of their land bv whitc settlcrs. Othcr eastcrl tribes
lnct a silliilar late Linclcr the hrclian Rcmor.al Act of IB30.r

.'\rrother Fecleral Inclian land policl', crractecl at the cncl of the lgth century ancl
folloued ttrrtil 1c)34, that slrous the r,inrlcnt effcct of racist assurrrDtions lv:rs the allot-
rltellt of land parcels to incliviclual hrclians as r rcplacenrcnt for tribal ou,nership.
\'lartl'prtipottcrrts of the polic1'u'erc consiclcred "friends of the hrclians," ald ther':rr-
grrecl that thc attributes of indiviclual lartcl orlrrcrship u,ould have a great civilizirrg
ancl assintilating cffect ort American hrclians. This action, unclertaken for the bcnefrt
of the Inclians, \\':ls accomplishecl n,ithout consulting thcrn. llacl Congress heeded
tlte r'ien's of thc purported bcneficiaries of this policl,, allotment niight ntt have becl
adoptcd. Il'epresentatir''es of 19 tribes nrct in C)klahorrra a,rcl .,,,a,ii,r,,rusl1,opposecl
the lcgislation, recognizirtg the clestnrctii'e effcct it ll,ould have trporr hrdian .,r1t.,..
ancl the lancl basc itself, rvhich r,r'as reclnced b1'90 nrillion rcres in -{5 1ears.

An irrtportartt principle cstablislred bv ihe allotment poliq'n'as that the Indial
form of larcl o*,.crship *'as .ot "ci'ilizec1," a.cl so it was the rieht of the
Goverlttttettt to invaliclatc that fomr. It is ctrrious tlrat thc principle of tle right to
o$'rl propcrtf in conglorneratc frrrnr for thc bencfit of tlrosc lr,ith a share|rider's
urlcliviclccl irttcrcst in tlre w'hole n'as a basis of the Anrcrican corporate sl,stem, then
cleveloping_ irt strength. Yct a sinrilar form of ou'nership li'hen practiccci b1,, Inclians
n'as '"'iel'n'ecl as a hallnrark of sa"'agerr'. Whatevcr the cxplanation for this clotrble
starrclard, the alkrtntcnt polrcl'rcirrfrrrcccl thc notion that Indi:rns u.erc sorlchgil,,
irlferior, tltat rton-lndians in pou'er knew' n'hat u,as best for thenr, and that these
sttpp<lsitions itrstified tlte asscrticln that non-lnclians hacl thc po',vcr and authoritv to
inlcrlcrt u itlr llrc lrrrsir. riqlrt lo orrrr propcrh.

Religiorr is artttthcr area itt ri'hich norr-hrclians har,e felt lrrstificcl in interfcring
Ii'ith hrclian bcliels. 'l'he intent kr ciiilize the natives of this contincnt inclucled I
cleterrninccl effort to Clrristianizc thern. f)espite thc constitrrtional prohibition,
C)ongrcss, beginnirrg in 1819, rcgirlarlr appnrpriatccl furrcls for Christiar urissiorr-
arl cfforts. (lhristian goals ivcre visiblv alignecl n'ith Fccleral lndiarr policy in l869

"r'llctt 
a Boarcl of Irrdian (loutmissiorrers \\ias cstablished bv Congrcss rrncler

Prcsiclcnt Clr:rrtt's aclnrirristration. Rcprescrrtatii,c of thc spectrum of Clrristian cle-
ttotrlirtatirttts, tltc inclcpcnclcrrtlv n'calthv nrenrbers of the Board w,crc charged bv
the Colllrrrissiorrcr of Ilrdiart Affairs to nork for tlrc "hrrrnanization. civilization
ancl (lhristiarrizatiorr of the hrclials." Officials of the F'cderal Inclian Scn,ice r,r,crc
srrpposcd to coopcrate r.r ith this Board.
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'l'he benevolent support of Cltristiart nrissiortarv cfforts stoocl irr stark contrast
to the I"ecler:il prilicl' of suppressing tribal religions. hrclian ccrcllolial behavior
w'as nrisr-rnclerstoocl ancl suppressed b\,hrdi:ur agents. In l8c)2 thc Conrnrissioner of
Indi:rn Affairs est:rblished :r regrrlation making it a crinrinal ciffcnsc to engage i1
such ceremonies as the strrr dance.'['he spread of thc C]host Darrcc rcligion, w]rich
pronrisecl salvation fronr thc u'liitc nran, \\,as so frightening to the F-ederal

Coventrttcrtt that troops wcrc called irt to prevent it, e'n'en thorrgh the practice
oosecl no threat kr '"r'hite settlers.

'l'he iudician,of the LJnited States, though it has in nranr,'instanccs forthrightly
intcrprctccl tlrc lalv to strpport Lrdiarr lcgal clairns irr tlrc facc of strong, sonletimes
r,'iolent opposition, has:rlso lent support to ihe mvth of Inclian inferiorih. For ex-

anrple, the LJnited States Suprerne Court in 1883, in recognizing tlie right of tribes
to govcrri thcrnsclvcs, hcld that tlio, hacl thc cxclusivc authorih to trv Irrdians for
criminal offenses con-rmittecl against lnclians. In clcscribirrg its reasons for refusing
to find jurisdiction in a non-lndian court in srrch cases, the Srrprenre Clorrrt said:

Ii 
f the non-lndian corrrtl tries ther,- , not bv their peers, nor l>r, tlre crrsklus of their

people , nor the larv of the ir land, bLrt b,t superiors of a differeut race, according to

thc larv of a social state of ufiich thcv havc an irnperfect conceptiorr, ancl r',hich is

opposcd to thc lraditions of thcir historr,, to the habits of tlreir lir,es, kr tlre strongcst

prejndiccs of thcir satage nctture; onc n'hich lncilsllres the red uran's reverrge bv the

rn:rxilns of the nhite nrarrr's nror:rlitr,.a (cnrphasis addcd)

In recognizing the pon'cr of thc Llnitccl States Clor,enrnrent to detemine the
right of hrdians to occupv their lancls, thc Suprcrrrc Court crprcssccl the goocl faitlr
of thc cotrntrv in such rnatters u'ith these rvorcls: "the lhritecl Statcs lr,ill be gov-

erned b1, such considerations of justicc as n'ill control a Christi:ln peoplc in their
treatrlent of an ignorant ancl clependerrt racc."t

Arrothcr crampie of racist stereotviring to be founcl irr tlrc courts is this cxample

frorn the Suprerne Court of Waslrington State:

'['he hrdian u,as a chi]d, ancl a clangerous child, of nalurc, trl bc both protectccl artd

restrarincd. . . .'l'nre, arranqernents took tlre fonl of treatv ancl of tcrnrs like "cede,"
"relincluish," "resen'e." llut ncvcr tcrc tlrcse agreenrertts betn,ecrt cqtrals. . . lbtrt
ratlrerl that "betu,een a superior and an infcrior."('

'l'his rcasoriing, basccl on racism, has srrpportccl tlrc vicn'that hrdiaus itre rt'arcls

of the Governnrent who neecl tlrc protcction and assistance of Fcclcrul agellcies

ancl it is tlrc Clovcninrcnt's obligation to recrcaic tlrcir govenrments, colrforlriillg
therl to a non-hrclian rnoclcl, to cstablish their prioritics, arrcl to nrake or aPprove

tlrcir clccisions for theni.
hrclian cclucation policies have riftcrr bccn cranrples of tlrc Fcderal C}lverrl-

nrent h:rl,ing dctcnninecl nhat is "bcst" for Inclians. IJai,irrg juclgecl tlrat assirrrilir-

tion corrkl bc pnrrnotcd tlrrotrgh the indoctrirration proccss of ulrite schools, thc
Fccleral Govcrrrnrcnt began in','esting in lnclian eclucatior. I,'ollolr'ing the nroclel
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cstablisltccl ltr arrrrt'officcr Richard Pratt irr lfl79, boarcling schools \\,cre estab-
lishecl r'i'hcrc Indian children \\"ere separatcd fronr the influenccs of tribal ancl
honrc life.'fltc boarclirrg schools tried to teach hrdiarrs skills and tracles that u'oulcl
be ttseful in r'r'ltite socicty, utilizing stcrn disciplinar\r rre:rsrlres to force assirnila-
tion. 'l'he tactics used are r,i'ithin llremorv of todar"s gencration of tribal leaclcrs
ulro r.'crrll tlrc'p,rlicr of <lcterrinq cornrrrrrrricatiorr irr rirtir,-, lrrrrgrrrrges. "l rerrrt,rrr-
ber bcirtg purrished tttanl' tirtres for . . silging o1e Nayaig soug, or a Nayajo g,orcl
slipping ottt of ttrv torrgtre just in arr rrnplannecl n'al , but I u'as pLrnislrccl for it."

Feclcral eclttcation u'as nraclc conrpnlsorv, and the polici, rvas applied to tribes
th:rt had sophisticated school svstenrs of thcir o\\'r) as u,,cll :rs to tribcs that rcalh,
rree,lctl rtssislrtttte lo cstllrlislr edrrcrrtiorrrrl srslcrrrs.'l'lrc:rlrilih t,ftlrt.trilrrrl s,.lrool
lo ctltttlle rirls ttot rclerrtrtl. girc'u tlrrrt llre orcrritlirrg g,,,,1 *,,, rrssirrrilrrliorr rrtlrcr-
tharr eclrrcation.

Il:rcisrtt irt hrclian affairs ltas not been sanctioned rccentlr, bv political or reli-
qiorrs lcaclers or other leadcrs in Arnerican socich'. hr fac.t, public'prorrourrcenrcnts
over tlre last sei'cral decades have lamentccl past eiils and poor trcatnicrrt clf
Illcliarts.i T'he virulent public expressions of othcr eras characierizing Inclians as
"chilclren" or'isavages" are not now acceptable nrodes clf public erpressiori. Public
polict' todav is a contntittncnt to Indian self-cleternrination. Nurnerous :rctiorrs of
Corlgrcss:rncl the execrttive branch give evidcnce of a nrore positive cra for Irrclian
polici'.E Bencath the sttrface, honevcr, the cffects of centuriei of racisrn still oersist.
'l'he 

_attihrdcs of the ptrblic, of Statc and local officials, ancl of Irecleral policvrrrak-
ers clo llot alr'r'ays livc up to the positivc pronollncernents of official poii"1'. 

'Su,n.

dccisions todav are perceivecl as being naclc on tlre basis of prececlcnts niirecl i1
ttte racism artcl greccl of artother era. Perhaps urorc inrportant, the lcgao,of racisrrr
pernrcates behavior ancl that behavior crcates classic civil righi5 1,j6lxil.ns. . . .
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Artrcricarrs iclcrrtifiecl therusclr,es as belonging to tno or lllore raccs, llot colllltlllq
tlrc l,atirros n'lto pickccl "sotne otlter r:rcc."

Ald the cultrrrc is offcring up role u)oclels, like Hallc Bern'ancl'l'igcr \\oocls,

nlro cclcbratc the ir rntlltiracial ltackgrorrrrcl.

hi Los Arrgeles, uhere I{is1>arrics arc the largest cthilic grorlP, Nls. Arza-

Cloclericlr saicl slrc ancl lrcr htrsbancl, r,r'lro is also (ltrbart, hrvc ttevcr cliscrrssccl 
"lith

their thrcc sotrs "n'lieiher ihev arc n'hitc, or lllorello <tr rihat."
"Race takcs a back seat to ri,hat thel listcn to orr their CI) plli'crs, riltrtt rtlorics

thcy scc," she saicl. "Onc is irrkr faparrcse anirtte . Arrother is irttttrcrscci in ra1t. Ila-

sic:rllr it's the ghctto crrlttrre, btrt ghetto cloestr't rlrean poor or clcl>rivecl, l>trt hip."

Hcr l(t-r,car<rld, Rar', lras adoptcd I hipJtop pcrsona arrd hangs ottt \\itlr Viet-

nilnlesc, hrcliarr, Chicarro, ivlritc ancl black fricncls. N''Is. Arza-C}tclericlr saicl ttrost

of thenr lra<l Asiarr girlfricnds.
"J'hei sar ther'rc ltot," shc erplairled.

fryi
I *$:
',f i

Snanss oF BnloxGING: L{rtNos AND

Recnl Ionxrruv
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Sonva Tafoya

When ccrrsus takcrs, pollsters or brrreaucrats u'itlr application frtrrrrs ask 1te<t1tlc to

iclerrtifi thcir race, most have rro problenr clrccking a ltox that correspottds ttt ollc

of tlie fir,c. stanclarcl, qor,enrrncnt-clefiricci racial categorics. In the 2000 Cerrstrs, for

cxaniple, 90 1>crcent of tlie tl.S. poprrlatiorr r'vas countecl as cither r'rlritc, black,

Asi:rrr, Arnericarr [ri<lian or l)acific lslarrder. Hispanics arc tlte erccptiotr. \\Ihi]c a

little morc than hllf pickeci onc of the startdarcl catcgories, sorttc 15 rrtilliorr, '12

perccrrt, of thc Hispanic poy>rrlatiorr rrrarkecl "sottre otltcr race."'['liis arrtl trtttch

othcr er,iclcncc srrggcsts th:ri Hisltariics takc clistinctir,'c r,ieivs of rrice, aricl ltccrtrtse

tlrcir nunibcrs arc large arrcl qrou'irrg fast, thesc vicri's are likelv b chlrrgc tltc riav

the rutiorr nlan:lgcs tlrc frrnclarrrcntal social clivicle tlrat has cltaractcrizctl Artlcricatr

societr' frrr -100 r eirrs.

Accorclirrg to fcclenrl policv ancl acccl>tecl social sciencc, Ilispartics do tiot cott-

stihrtc a seqr:rtrtc racc :rrcl crrrr in fact bc of ani ntcc. 'l'he 2(XX) lC)errsrrsl askccl rc-

sporrclerrts hrst kr nrark off n,lrctlier tho'r,r,cre "sparrish/llisp:rnic/[,atirro" atrcl thcrr

.r:., 20()-1 l)cu IlisPanir' (lcnter, rr I'cu l{cscrrclr C)errlcr Projecl, rrll.PculrisPrLrric.otg

5 'l'ulin't I Sltrtdes of'Balort4ittg: Lutittcts trrtd llttcial ldettitt. 2l()

ttt a scllilratc clrrcstioti to sltecifr lhcir racc. ,\nrorrg tlrosc ii lro iclcrrtificcl tlrcrrrsclycs
rls IIislt:rrrics, ttcarlr half l-lli pcrccrrt) ucre corrrrtcd as nhitc. lllacks rrlrclc rrp
2 llcrccrrl.'l'lrc r\rrrericarr lrrdirrrr, r\siurr, rrn<l Pacific Islurrclcr catcqorics caclr rrc-
crtltttttccl frrr snrall frlctiorrs. Surprisirrglr, givcrr tlrc largc nrrrrrbcr of L:rtirros nlrosc
1;arcrrtlgc irrclrrtlcs corrtbittatiotts of rvlritc, Africarr ancl indigcrorrs lrrccstrics, rlrrlr
6llcrccrtt clcscrilted tltcttisclvcs rrs bcirrg of tno or rlorc raccs.'l']rc orrlv rlcial iclcrr-
tificr, othcr tliart ulritc, tlrat captrrrccl rr ruaj,,r slrelc,,f thc l,rrlirr,i poprrlrrtiorr
('12 llcrccrit) u'as tlte rtorr-idcrrtificr. "sornc othcr nrce" (SOt{).'l'lr:rt is a sizc-ablc crrt-
cgon of lleoltlc, otrtttttttrl>critrq tlre totll IJ.S. poprrlrrtiorr of .,\siarrs :rrrcl ,\rrre ricrrrr
Itrdi;trrs corrbincd.

"Sotttc rltltcr race" is not cxactlv a political slogarr ur rallvirrq cn. Nor is it a
tcrtll atttrtttc orclirrarilv uoLtlci trsc in corn"ersation or to dcscribc tlrcnrsclvcs. So.
tllto arc tlrc sortrc<rthcr-rac'c [lisparrics? Arrcl, ri'hrrt:rrc tlrcv triirg to tc']l rrs nitli
tlrcir clroice of this labcl?

Irr orclcr kt exlllorc tlrcse tlrrcstioris tlrc l)cu llisl>arric (lcrrter clrrrrirrccl rrricrr>
tlatrt frorrr tlre 2(XX') (icrrstts as uell as inforrrulion fronr sllrveys a1c[ f,'ctrr groul)s
r:oltclttctccl bi tlre (lcrrter.'l'lte nrrrrrber.s slrol tlrirt l,rttirror rilr,, c.rll tlrcnisclres
nllitc lrrd tlrrtse n'lto sal tlrcv nrc sonrc otlrer racc havc clistirrctli cliffcrcrrt clurrac-
It'rislir'.. lrrrtl rrrrit.r rllrtlr rllrrr llrt,r lrltrt.tliffcrc,rrl lrllilrr<lt,s lrrrrl,,llirri,,r*.rr rl urri_
ctr'of sulticcts. (lortsisientlr itcross ir bro;rcl rangc of vlriablcs, llislltrrics nlr<r
iclcrrtificcl tlrcrrtselvcs a, r,ltit" lravc hiqlrcr lcvcls ofcclrrcatiorr:rncl irrconrc rrrrcl
grcatcr clcgrces of civic crtfrnttclrisenrcrrt thrn tlrose nlro pick tlrc sorrrc 6thcr lrcc
crttcgon'.'['lie firrclings of this rcport strggcst tlrut Ilispirnic\ scc rircc irs a nlc:lsllre
of bclorrgitrg, ltttcl ulritctress ls a lnc:lslrrc of ilclusion, rlr of perccivccl inclusiou.

(live rr irrrttrignttiorr's ittrportutrt rolc in sirrrpirig tlrc l lisl;;rric polrrrlrrtion.
rrrttivih'-nhctlrcr a 1>crson nrs bonr irr the t.lrritccl Staics or alrrrxrcl -is a kcr cllrr-
rrctcristic. Nlrtre frrrcignl>orrr Latirros sav tlrcv urc of sorrrc otlrcr nrc.c (-l(r pcrccrrt)
tlrrtrr nativc bonr (40 1tcru'cnt). Clulr,rn-ir,rrrr irrrurigrarrts arc tlrc crccption. \lorc
rlrrlltlrtrttttlr', tvlritcrtcss is clcrrrlv associatccl nith distancc frorrr thc irrrrrigrrrrrt cr-
llcricttcc.'l'lrrrs, tlrc U.S.-lrolrr rhilrlrcrr of inrrrrigrants rtrc rllorc likclv kr clccllrc
tltctttscllcs rilritc tlrarr tlrcir furcigrr-borrr 1;urcrrts, rrrrcl tlrc slrlrc ofnlritcrrcss is
lriglrcr still ilrlrorlg the grarrclclrildrcrr of iuirnigr:urts. Irr :rcklitior, ll.S. ciiizcrrslrilr
ls:tssoc'itttc<l u'itlr raciai iclcrrtification.,'\rrrong irrnrrigrants frorr tlrc sunrc coullrr\',
lltosc rtlto ltrtvc l>ccotrtc tl.S. citizcrrs idcrrtifr thernsclves rrs rilrilc rrrorc oftcrr tlurn
lltosc rilto rtrc ttot U.S. r'itizcrrs. lt sccrrrs,rllik"lv thirt tlrc abilih rrrrrl nillirrcrrcss
lo lrccornc lr IJ.S. citrzen urc sor]lc lron lirkccl t,r skirr t.,,lr,r.'l lrirr, it rrrur bc tlr:rt
tlc'clopirrg dccpcr ci'ic borrds lrcrc carr lrclp rrrr irrrniqrrrrt fccl rilritc.

'l lrc frrll crtcrtt kr rvlriclr r:rcc is rr lrcrrsurc of bclorrging frrr l,llirros bccorrrcs
ItPPltrcrrt itl cxattrittitig tlrc rr:rlivc lronr lrlorrc. Intrrrigr:ttion stlttrrs arrcl l:rrrgrraqc do
llot lllitr lr tlirect rolc irt cletcrrrrirring ccorronric or social orrtcorrrcs frrr I Iispirrrics
llot-tl itt tlris cotrrrlrr', rrnd tlrcir coric'cpliorrs of lrcc lrrc prirrrarilv lrorrrc qro\\'n.
'\tttottg [].S.-borrr [,lttirros nlrilcress is clclrlv lrrrcl corrsislcrrtli associrrtcd ri'itlr
lriglrcr soc'irtl strtttts, lriglrcr lcvcls of civic plitir.rp;rti,rr rurtl u rtl.rgcr scrrsc of
ltcce lttltr rcc.
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r '['hc slrrrc of llativcj)orn Latilos nitlrout a hiqh school diPlonra is lrighcr lirr
ilrosc ulro silv tllc\ :rre sonrc other lrcc i35 pcrccrrt) tlurn for llrosc riho clll
llrcrnsclvcs rr lritc 1 

j0 pcrcctrt).
o []rrcrnplorrrrcrrt nrns |rio points higlrcr:ullonq ttativc-lrorti llisPlrrric nralcs

rilro dcclarc tlrcrrrsclves sorrrc other race cor)l)arccl to tlrosc uho sltt tlrcv arc

u hitc rurd povcrti' rrltcs are ftnr points higlrcr alltoltg lclLrlts.
o 'l'hc sllrrc of nativc-bonr Latino lncn erlrnillg rrrorc tltatt Sl;,000 a rertt is it

tlrird higlrcr ftrr ihosc nlro sar thcv urc nliite corrrprlrcd to tltc sorrtc othcr

nl('c group (2-1.7 1>crcent vs. I8.5 pcrce trt).
o Arrorrg all IlisPurrics, those nlro sav thcv urc sorne othcr ntcc tcrtcl to bc

\1)llllgcr (rncdian agc 2'1) tlran thosc ulro slv thev urc riltitc (rrrcclirrrr agc 27).
r \lorc 6f t[gsc rratiycl16rrr Hisp;1rics riltg srtt'tltcy itre nlritc (t5 ltcrccrrt) arc

rcgistcrcd roters tlran tliosc rilro sar tlicr arc ofsorttc othcr racc (67 pcrcelt).
o \\'lrcrr :rskcd rihethcr tlrcv consiclcr tlrcrtsches llcptrblicrrrrs, I)ctrrocrats, itt-

dcpenclerrts or sonrethirrg clsc, nrorc rrativcJrortr l,atirrus ulto sav tlrcv arc

nlritc (22 pcrccrrt) pick l{cpublican conlpurccl k,, those nho suv tltcv arc sotitc

otlrcr r;rcc (13 pcrccrrt).'l'he sarrrc pattcrn prevailccl anlong thc forciqrr-l>orn.
o \\'lrcrr askcd to clroosc l>ctneen tlrc tcrnrs "Atneticlur" i'crstts "llisPrtrrit or

l,:riirro" \'crslrs il turtiorltl origin iclcrrtificr srrch:rs "\lcricart," [tr tttorc
rrative$unr Lrrtirros r,iho sav tlrcv arc uhitc (55 pcrcent) Pick ",'\rrrcricln"

conl>rrrecl to tlrosc uho sirt'thci'arc sotne other racc (3(t 1>ercerrt).
r ;\lrout a clrr:rrter of rrativc$onr Latirros qlro sav thev arc n'hite complairr tlrat

cliscrirrrirration is r nrljur problenr frrr [,rttirros iri the l'Jnitccl Statcs conrparecl

to a llrircl oftlrosc rlho sal tlrcv are sotrte otltcr racc.

'l'lrcsc firrdinqs srrggcst tlrat l,atinos'clroicc kr idcntifr as ulritc or trot clocs ttot

cxclrrsivclv rcflcct ltcnnancnt rrrarkcrs srrch as skirr color or hair tcxtrtrc but that
racc is llso relltccl to clraractcristics tlr:rt c:u) change srrclr as ccortotnic status atici

perccptiorrs of ciiic enfrarrclriscrricnt. Also, social cotttcrt :rntl tlrc rtatttrc of r:tcc

rclirtiorrs irr a givcrr 1>lrrce also al)l)car kr 1>hr a rolc. Hisprrrrics of \lcricrrrr t,rigirr,

nlro cornprise alxrLrt hio-tlrirds of the tot:rl Hisparric poprrlltiorr, rtrc altrtost cverllv
diriclccl bctuccrr tlrosc ri'ho iclcrrtifv as n'hitc ancl tlrosc nlro pick s<xrtc otltcr racc.

Iloricvcr,irr'l'crrsrranlrlorcnativc-borrr l,lttirrosof Nlericurrclcsccrttsavtltcvarc
nlritc ((ri ltcrccrrt) colrPurccl to tlrosc nlro lii'c outsiclc of 'l'er:rs (-15 1;crcerrt).
Again, it sccrns rrrrlikclr tlrat skin color is tlrc clctcnnirring flrckrr. Irrstc:rcl, orrc c:lrl

sill)l)osc tlrat tlrc rrniclrrc :rrrcl corrrltlcr histon of rlcc rclations iti'l'cras is rt ttt;tjt,t'

inflrrcrrcc.'l'lris is tlrc r-lrlv state'nvhcrc rr lrrrgc Latirro poptrlatiorr nas cuttglrt rr1> botlr

irr Sorriliern-str'lc nrcial scgrcgation lncl tlicn t]rc ciril riglrts stnrgglc to Lrrrdo it.

LJrrdcrst;urdirrg [,atinos'r'icri's of tlrcir rlcirrl iclerrtitics irrvolves tttuch tttorc lltatr

clcfirrirrg:r scrics of dcrrrogrlphicr srrb-cutcqorics. ll.atlicr it hclps illrrrrrrrrrrte tlrc ri'avs

tllrt lrcc is bcirg livccl irr tlrc [Jnitccl Slllcs toclai. lrr thc crortrttorrplrtc'c licri, ],irti-
los ilrc rrn arlditiorral "grolrl)'that hls becrr lclclcd kr thc r\rrrclican tttir of nlriic,
lrlrrck, r\siarr ctc. r\rrrl, irr particular l,ltirros arc cirtcgorizccl :ts it liittorih grorr;.r 1;t,,
is sigrriticanth diffcrent i.orrr tlrc nlritc rnajor.ilr drrc kr f:rctors irrcludirrg rt lristorv
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ofcliscrirrrirrttiorr ltrcl lrcrsistcrttlv loricr cclrrcirtiorral orrtcorrrcs ancl irrcorncs on l\:
crirgc.'l'lrc tcrrrptrttiorr is to rrrcializc tlris poprrlation, to rnrrkc ittit in thc traclilirtnal
.\trrcricrut socirrl pllrclignr llriclr rtssiqrs pcople tu racc or ut le:rst rircc-likc cate,
gor.ics. llrrt, tlrc grouirrg IIisl;arric poprrl:rliorr niav corrrpcl ir lcasscssurcrrt of tlic
corrrrrrorr vicri of a r:rcial or ctlrrric groul) ils rr rcrrdilv iclcrtifiablc catcgorv of lteo-
plc nlro slrarc a conrllor fltc uucl a cornnror idcrrtitr.

Oatcgorizirrq IlisPlrrrics, Particrrlarlv lr rrirr,r'ih qr()lll), lrcr',,rrrt's rrrrrclr rrrorc
clifficrrlt orcc \'oll teitlizc this poprrlatiorr is alnrost cvcrrlv diridcd lrctriccrr tlrosc
slro iderrtifi nith tlic nlritc rrr:rjoritr irrrd tlrosc tlurt lr:rvc lrorrblc sccirq tlrcrrrsclvcs
itr attt oftlrc shtrrclrrrtl racial catcqorics. lt is rrot that solric irrc rrrorc llispanic or.

l,rrtirro tlltrr tlrc otlicrs bccarrsc tlrcr all Irarc takcn orr tllrt rrunrllc. Nor arc tlrci
.rtr itri llr:tl r':lt t tlocr rrol rrurllt r' lo llrt'rrr. l{lrllrt'r. llrt rrrt ":rqt. \( (.lt\ lo lrt. llrlrl l,rrli-
rros itt tltc Ilrritccl Stltcs erpcricllcc rrlcc diffcrcrrt]r. l,'or tlrcrrr, it is rrot sontcthing
tlrat pcrtairrs cxclrrsilelr to skirr color, lct:rlonc to lriston'rrrrcl lrcritaqc.

l"or l,ltittos tlrc corrccpt,,t rrlcc rll)i)exrs to ertcrrcl bcrorrcl biologl, arrccstnrl ori-
qirrs or.ir lristori'of gricvattce in this courtn'.'l'lrc cliffcrenccs irr cllrractcristics and
rrttitrrdcs bctuecrr llrose Ilisparrics rilro clll thcnsclvcs nlritc:rrrcl thosc nlro iclcrr-
tifr':ts sontc olhcr racc, srrggcsts tlrcv erpcricncc raciill iclcrrtitr irs a rrrcasurc of bc-
Jorrging: l"cclirrg nlritc sccrrrs to be a rcf.lcction of succcss aucl a scrrsc of irrclrrsiol.
'['lrc fact tlrat c]rlngcablc clraractcristics srrclr as inconrc lrclp dctcrrrrirc racial
idcrrtificltiorr anlong Latirios, \'crsus l)cnu:rncnt niarkcrs suclr lrs skirr color, cloes

rot ttecessarilv nrcart tlrat tlrc cokrr lines in '\nrcrican socich'lrc fuclirrg. On thc
contran, tlrcsc firrclirrgs shori that color has a l>roaclcr rrrcurirrg.'l'hc Latino crltc-
t-icttcc clcittottstnttcs thirt rihitcrrcss rcrttairts arr inrporturri lllcrslrrc of l>clorgirrg,
stuhtrc attcl acccptartcc.,'\rrd, [lisplric vicns of nrcc u]so shon tlrat lralf of tlris cver
lurgcr scqnrcrrt of tlrc U.S poptrlltiorr is fccling lcft orrt.

Aslqx AnnnnrcAN?

Sonia Shah

I u:ts r.cccrrtlr':rskc<l kr riritc llrorrt Asi:rrr Arncric:rn lliston \ftrrtlr, nlriclr, sirrcc
I919, lrrrs bccrr obscnccl clrrrinq thc nrorrtlr of l\lrn.

l)cspitc tlrc firct tllrt I writc alrorrt.'\sirrrr.t\rrrcriclrr issrrcs orr a llrirlr rcgLrllrr
lrlrsis, arrcl itt trtirn n:ns corrsiclcr-nrvsclf arr.,\siltrr ,,\rrrcricurr, it ulrsrr't cusv kr figrrrc.

ltclrriirfctl lrr 1;crttissiott ol-l]rc rrrrllror. l,irsl rrppcrrcrl ill/,\al ()nttnttlrl(rn t-\l)ril 16. 19991.
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\llli Kco flcd (llrrrbodirr rith lrcr lrusbarrd:rncl forrr c'lrildrcrr in 1991. Sclcr:tl

leirrs lutcr. slrc n'as still lrrrurrtccl bl sclrirrg rrrcrttorics of "tlrc killirrg ficlds," thc
forcecl-labor crrnrps llrcrc nrilliorrs of (l:rmbocliars cliccl, rictinis of (lorrrrttrrtrist

dcspot Pol Pot's c;Lrcst for rr pcrfect rrgr:rrirru socieh. llccuLrsc of tlrc brtrtul bcltirrgs
slrc suffcrccl at the lrarrcls of Pol l)ot's Klrrrrcr Rorrgc, shc s:ts still u'rrrckccl titlr
plrrsical pain as nell.'l'nrrrrrrrtizcd ancl lilirrg, rurcdLrcatcd, ruiskillccl, rtncl spcak-

ing vern littlc Iinglish, Nlali Kco (rr pscrrclonvnr lssigrccl lx reseitrcltcrs) could
bare lr support lrcr clrildrcri afler hcr lrusband lb:rnclorrccl tlrc lrrrrrilr'.

r\ncl nori slrc rrr:rv rrot clcrr have prrblic ltssistartcc to firll buck ott, bccltttsc tltc
Ic)tXr n'clfarc-refrrnrr act c'ut off rrrost fcderral bcrcfits to irnrnigrrnts artcl subscclucrrt

anrcrrclrrrcrrts lravc not eltirclv r-cstorccl thcnr. In what nus sr.rpposcd to be tlic l:rrrcl

of her-sllr':rtiorr. \Iali Kco toclav is su'crclv irrrpoverishccl. l,ivirrg irr a lrard-pressccl

ncighborhoocl of Plriladcll;hia, she strLrgfllcs n'itlr onlv tnirecl sttccess kr kccp hcr
clrilclrcn orrt oftrorrblc urrcl irt scliool.

'llrc Soutlrcast.\sia ll.esorrrcc,\ctiun (lcnter (StiAll\(ll,:ttt rtclxrca.r qlotrp Itt
\\lashingtorr, cstirrratcs tlrat nrore th:rrr 2.2 rrrillion SorrthcastAsiutrs ttou lilc irr tlrc
Urritcd States.'l'hcl urc tlrc lrrrgcst group of refrrgccs irr tlrc coLrrrtn rrrid the flstcst-
gron'irg rrrirrorih. Yct frrr nrost policv rrrakcrs, thc plight of thc rrr:rrrl NIrrli Kcos

has been ovcrsllrclrxvcd br thc rrcll-knori'rr sllcccss of tlrc ,'\si;n inttnigrarts nlro
c'rrrrrc bcfirre ancl cngcnclcrccl tlrc rrrltlr of thc "nioclcl rnirroritr'." lrrdccd, collscr\l-
tives lr:rvc crploitcd tlris racial stcrcotrpc-:rrguirg tlrat.,\sirrns f:rrc ncll ir tlrc
Llrritcd Stirtes lrccurrsc of tlrcir strorrg "fanrih lalrrcs" :rrrcl nork ctlric. 'l'lrcsc rrtlttcs.

tlrcv sur', lrrrcl rrot govcnrnrcnl:rssisturrcc, ltrc nltat all rrrinoritics ncccl irr orclcr to
gct rrlicad.

l'rrradoricallr', Sorrthcast ,\siarrs-srrpposcdlr' part of tlrc rrroclcl rrrirrorih rlilv
bc srrffcr-irg nrost fiorrr tlrc rcsrrltirrg prrblic policies.'l'lrcv lltvc bcen lcft ir tlrc
inrrds of rrndcrfrrndccl corrrrrrrrritr.:rssistltrrcc l)rogralls nrcl govcrnttrcrtt aqcttcics

tlrut, irr orc cr:rrrplc of ncll-irrtcntionccl inconrpctcrrcc, clrLrnr ottt f<rntts itt Klrrrrcr
ancl [,:ro frrr oftcrr illitctrtc populrrtiorrs. I]rrt frrclcd bv orrtr:rgc ovcr 1r:tcl scn iccs rttrtl

;r fravirrg social safctr-nct, Sorrllrcust r\siarr irrrrnigrirrrts ltavc st:trtccl to crrrlrr.ac'c llrrtt

I{clrrirricil nilh pcnrissior ininr'l'ha .\ntarittnt Prrtpett, rrrl. ll, iro. -. \pril \. l0()1.'l'lre.\lllcritrtrr
I)rospccri. I I IlcrLcorr Shcc.t, Suiti' I ll(1, lirston. \l \ 0ll0E. .\ll riglrts rcscrrctl.
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ttiost ,\tttcricarr of at:livitics, politicrrl protcst-lrr pirshirrg firr rcscurclr orr tlrcir
cottlttttttlitics, rrclvocatirrq frrr tlrcir riglrts, rrrrd lnntcssitrg tlrcir ltolitic:rl poner.

'l'lrc rrroclcl-rriitrorill rrrrllr luts pcrsistccl irr lurqc part bccrrusc lloliticll corser-
vrtti|cs arc so rtttaclrcd to it. ",'\siarr Arncr-icirrrs hrnc lrccourc tlre clarlirrgs of thc
r.iqlrt," srricl lilrrrli \\'rr, rt lrtn profcssor ;rt I]ouurcl []rrircrsih rrrcl tlrc arrtlrgr 9f )'cl-
Irnr: Ilaca bcvrnd Blttck tntd \\'/iltc. "'l'he rrrodcl-rnirr.ritr rrrrth rrrrtl its clcuictiorr
of,\silrn-,\rrrcricllrr srrr:ccss tclls lr rclssrrrirrg skrrt lrb,,rrl,,rrr.r,,..l.,1, ,lorkirrg "

'l'hc flill siclc is rrlso rrppcalinq kr tlrc riqlrt. lJccrnrse ,'\si:rrr,\nicric:rrs s11('cgss
stcttts frrrttt tlrcir strrtrrg [rrrrilie.:rrrtl tlrcir cL.tlicirtiorr to cclrrcrtiorr ancl lrarcl ri6rk.
collscnati\'cs sltr', tllcrt tlrc povcrtr'of l,atirros rrnd ,\fi-icarr ,\nrcricrrrrs nrlst bc cr-
lllairredlx thcirontt"r'llttes": 'llrcvarcpoorbccurrscof tlreirronrrlrrlirrg,sclr1;l6l-
sl<illpirrg, arrcl qcrre rallr lrtzr artcl irrcsporrsiblr lr. lrrrr irrr', rr lricL g9r'e rrrrrrcrrt
Irrurdorrts onlv crrcouragc.

'l'hc nrodcl-tttirrrtrih trii'tlr's "rrrcist lovc," as rrrrthor l,'r:rrrk (llrirr tcrrrs it. krok
lrtlld rrt a scttsitivc ltrrirrt irr [.1.S. liistorr: ;rftcr tirc ]c)6i \\ratts riots ancl lhc irrlrri-
qr.ation rcfirrttrs of tlrlt \crr. \\lrieh rt'lc'ctir.lr allrxlccl l;rrgc rrrrrrrbcrs of cclrrcatccl
rrrrttrigrrlltts irrto tlrc [.lriited Statcs. Iliglrlr skilled Sorrtlr and l,ast Asiarr nurses,
clrlcktrs, itrrcl etiqirteers fr,trt corrrrtrics likc Irrclia arrcl (llrirra lrcgarr porrrirrg iirkr tlrc
Unitccl Stltes jLrst as racial terrsions n'erc at a tcl,cr ltitch.

Shortlr tlrcreaftcr, articlcs likc "srrcccss Skrrv of Onc Nlirrorih. in tlrc [.t.S.,"
lrLrlrlislred lrr'[/..S. Ncu,s (r \,\,'orltl lleporr in i966, trtrrrrlretccl: ",\t r tinrc rihcrr it
is llcing 1tro1>osccl thlt hurrclrecls of billiorrs be spent kr rrplifi Ncgrocs rrnrl otfier
ttlirroritics, tlrc natiort's 300,000 Cllrincsc,\nrcric:rrrs:lrc nro\irrg ahcacl orr thcir
rrritt, riith rrtt hcllt frottt attrotrc clse." Neu,sl,eek ir lc)71 had ;\siarr Arucricals
"trrrhi hitirrg thc ri hitcs." ,\trcl It'orhne in lc)8(r drrbbe cl tlrcrn a "sLrpcnrrirroritr'." ,\s
\\'u caricattrrcs thc moclcl-nrirrorih'rrrltlr irr his book:

\siarr r\rrrcric'ans rirrdic:rte lhc Arncric:rrr l)rc:rrrr I lrcr' :rre lir irrg ptrof ol tlrt
porter of tlrc ll-cc Ittltrkel lttrd tltc abscncc of rrrciel cliscrinrirraliorr. 'l hc'ir g6ecl firr-
Itttlc llorts frotrr intlivichral self-rcliarrce urcl corrrrunilr sclf--srrflicicrrcr.. rrot cir il-
nglrls lctrrisrr or govenrlellt uclflrrc bcncfits.

.\ closcr lttok:rt tltc clata paints lrrotlrcr picturc, lrolcvcr. lf ,,\siln-,\rrrericrrrr lrolsc-
lrolcls carrr tttorc iltatt rrlritcs, strrtistics srrggcst, it's rrot lrccarrsc tlrcir iricliliclrral
crlrtlittgs arc lrigltcr lttrt bccartsc Asirrr;\rrrcricarrs livc irr largcr lrorrschol{s, litjr
lrlrlrc tvorkittg atlrrlts. lrr fltt,:t lect'nt Ilrrirersitv of I{anaii s[rdr'ftrrrrrd tlrat "rrrgst
:\silttr Atttericltlls lrre ovcrcclLrcatccl .,,rrrlr,,r"..i to rilritcs f,rr lhc irrcorrrcs thev
crtrrl"-cr i<lcncc that sttggcsts not "fiurrilv valucs" brrt rnarkct cliscrirnirr;rtion.

\\'ltrtI trrost clrarrralicrrllv skols tlrc clata, tlrorrglr, is thc tjrct tlr:rt alrout ]ralf thc
Polltrlrttiotr of ''\siarr (or, tttorc prccisclr', Asirrrr-l)acific Islrrrrcler)'\rnericuris is rrlrclc
rrP oftlre lriglrlr cclrrcatccl irrrrrrigrarrts llro beqarr urrilirrg \\itli tlrcir 1;rrrrilics irr tlrc
1960s 'lhc pliglrt of rcfrrgccs tr-rrrr Clanrlrrcliri. Lrros, ,r'il \ri"h,.,r,', uh9 lrakc rrlr
lcss llllrl 1-1 Pcrccrrt of ,'\siarr Arrrcricurrs, gcls lost in tlrc lrverlgirg. \'cl llresc
rcfttgccs, tr'lro startccl arriviug in tlrc []rritccl Statcs af]cr 1975, cliftcirrrirrkcclly fr.grrr
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thc profcssiorral-class Chirrcsc ancl lnclian imnrigrants u'ho startecl coutitrg l0 r'cars

"arli"r. 
'l'he Sorrthcrrsi Asians \\'crc flccing u'artitne pcrsectttiotr rurd ha(l fcu rc-

sorirces. Alcl tlrose dislclr':rntages luve lracl clcvastatirrg effects ort tlrcir liics in llrc

llrritecl States. T'he nrost rccclrt censlls clata available slro',r, that-17 ltcrccnt of Clanl-

|oclians, (r(r pcrcent of Ilnrorig (arr cthnic grotlp that lived irr the trtrltttltrirrs of

l,a9s),67 ltcrcerrt of l,aotians, and 34 percent of Victnanrcse \\'erc inrllovcrishccl irr

lc)90-conrparecl n'ith l0 perccnt of all Alrcricatrs atrci l'l 1>erccrtt of all ,\silrr

Arncricarrs. Sigrrificantlr, ltor,ertv rates artrong Sorrtlrcasi Asiarr Anrcricrllls \\crL

1r1clr liigher tirarr thosc of e,"crr thc "nottutoclel" rrrirtoritics: 2l pcrcent trf '\fri.rrrl
Alrericarts rncl 23 pcrccrrt of l,atinos \\'cre Poor.

Yei clespite tlrc clear inaccrrracics creatcd bv lunrpirrg poptrlation togetlier, the

teclcral goverrrrnelt still grorrps Soutlreast Asian rcftrgees ttrtcler tltc overbrrlacl cat-

.g,,rr, .,i "Asiarr" firr rcsearcli and fulcling purl)oses. "We'r'c laltttrccl rrticlcr the

shackrn' of this nrodel nrrtli for so long," sai<l Ka Ying Yarrg, SI'lAI{\(l's cxectttivc

clircctor. "'l'here's so little rcsearch on us, or \\'c're lurtlped irt nith all ttthcr.'\silns,

so peoplc clon't krtrtn'the spccitlc lieeds and contriltutiorts of ottr cotlrtttrrrritics."
'l'o get A scnse of tlrose necds, onc has to go back to thc ltegirrrrirtq of thc Sotrtll-

clst i\sian rcftrgees' skrrv anci tlrc circunrstarrces tlrat forcccl thcir llrigrittioll. lll
lc)75, tlrc fali of Saigon scrit shock n,ar,cs throtrgliout Sotrthcast Asia,;ls colllrllll-
nist instrrgcnts topplecl [J.S.-srrpportccl govcrnmettts in Victnaur aricl Carrrlloclia. hi

Lags. nherc tlie CIA hacl trainecl ancl frrnclccl the Hrrrong to fiqht l,aotian arrcl Viet-

lrilnlcsc conrrrrurrists as ll.S. proxies, the cotntnttttists u,ho took ol'cr \'o\\'cd to

ptrrge tlrc corrrrtrv of etlrnic Hrnong ancl punish all otltcrs r','ho lucl n'orkecl n'ith

tlrc L.l.S. govenrrncrtt.
'l'he lirst rcfilgecs to lear,c Southc:rst Asia tenclecl to be tlrc trtost cchtcatecl attcl

urbi.rn, Ilinglislr-speakcrs nith close corrnectiorrs to thc L].S. govcrtrutertt. Onc of
t|cnr qas:r nrrn riho nislrcs to bc iclentificd l>1 thc psetttlortvtn Jolrrt Askulrasktrl.

IIe spcni tn'o vears irr a [,aotiarr re-echlcation catnp-ptttrishtttcrtt fttr lris abi]ih'to
slteak l,irrglish, lris hai,irrg been cduc:rtecl, ancl, rrtost of all, his statrts :ts :r fortllcr

erlployee of the tJrritccl Statcs Agerro'for lntcrtratiorral l)evclol>tnertt (LfSAll)).
"'l'lrci triccl to bnrirrri,asli vou, to sub<lue \()u psvclloloqicrllv, to rittrk rott kr

clcath orr tn'o bouls r.rf ricc a cla\'," Askulrasktrl tolcl rlrc recctttlr'.

Aftcr being rcleasccl, he clecidccl to flcc the cotrtrtn'. Hc, his sistcr, :rrrd his eld-

cst clarrghtcr, fiic arrcl a h:rlf vears olcl, slippccl into tlrc Nlekorrg llii'cr uitlr rr ft'ir

others. Clingirrg kr al irrflatecl garbage bag, Askulraskttl su'atn alorrgsidc thcir lroat

cut of fcar that his n'eiglrt ri'oulcl sirrk it.

,\ftcr thq,arrir,ecl orr the slrorcs of 'l'hailancl, t\skulr:rsktrl ancl his clauqhtcr n'erc

placecl irr a refuqcc c:rmp, uhere tlro'u'aitctl to bc rctrnilecl riith his wife lrd his

tn,o othcr claughiers.

It',las not b l>e.

"\lr,uife triccl to escapc n,itlr irl,o snrall chilclrcn. Ilut mv dauglttcrs corrlclrr't

ntakc it"-he ltausecl, drar.r'ing a raggecl brcath-"1;e causc thc l>oat slrrk."
Askrrlraskul's,,r'ifc uas sn'c1tt back to Laos, r,n,hcrc shc ri.:rs arrcstccl ancl placccl

i1 jlil f<tr a liorrth. Shc srrccecclccl irr hcr rert cscrtpc irtterttltt, rc;,,irlirrg llcr srrc[-

clcnlv cli rrr irrisl recl f:rnr ilr'.
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l',r'crrhurllr', uith thc lrclp of lris lirrrrrcr boss ut tlsr\ll), tlro rrrovccl to (}rrr-
ttccticttt, nlrcrc,'\skulr.askrrl f<lrrr<l nork lrclpirrq to 1r-r.1,1.,,tlrcl rcfrrqccs. Ilis l ife,
rilro lr:rd bcctt att clctrtctttltrt-sclrool tcaclrcr, krok rrp tclrclrirrg l,irrglislr lrs ir sccorrrl
l:trrgrraqc (l',SL) kr l,:rotilrr rcfugcc clrildrcrr. Ilis clarrglrter-ldjrrstcd clrricklr.rlrtl
u'crrt to sc'lrool ri'illrorrt irrcident.

,\skrrlraskrrl llo\\'rrlrllagcs rr projcct thrrt providcs scrviccs hrr rrt-risk Sorrtlrclst
.\sirrrt childrcl arrd tlrcir firrrrilics. "'l'hc job Ianr doinq rrori is rrot onh l job," lrc
srrid. "]t is ltirrt ttf rrrr lifc atrcl rttv sacrificc. trlv drrrrglrtcr is 29 rruu, un<l I krrrlri r:ris-
irlq kids iri,'\rrrcrica is rrot c;rsr'. I crrrrrrot r,trc c,cnb,rclr,lnt thcrc is still sgrrrc-
llrirrg I crrrr..1,,."

l,ikc otltcrs rllllollq tltc first riavc of rcfrrqccs, Askrrlraskrrl corrsiclcrs lrirrrsclf
trttt' ttl' llrt lrrt kr on(\. I lir ttlrrt rrli,,rr. tr.S. ti.,r. rrrrrl l,rrqlislr-l;r,qrrrrqr, ;rlrilrlr -clcntllilrg that sct off thc tragic clrain of cvcnts tlurl crrlrrrirratcd in lris clarrglrtcrs'
dcatlrs-pr.r'ccl cro'rr'rrslr lrclpfrrl orrcc he *as i' tlrc IIritccl Statcs.

Rrrt t[rc rrrai<lrih of refugccs frorrr Sorrtlrc:rst,\sia lracl rro srrclr rrch'arrt:rgcs. Srr[-
scclttctit nrtvcs frctltterrtlr lrailccl fr-onr nrr:rl arcus ancl lackcd lroilr firrlrrcill rc-
sotllccs:ttlcl frrrrrtal sclrtt<tlittg.'l'lrcir psiclrological sc:trs \\erc cven clccltcr tlrrrl ilte
first grrtrrlt's, fronr tltcir lottger vears in sqrralicl refugce canrl)s or tlrc killirrg ficlcls.
'l'lrc etlrrric (ihirrcse nlro began arriving fr-onr Victn:rnr lurcl faccrl lr:rrslr cliscrirrri-
tt:ttiott rts ri'ell, arrcl thc Arnerasi:rrrs-tlrc childrcrr of \/ichranrcsc \\'olllcr rrrrcl IJ.S.
soldicrs-hacl livcd frrr vears:ls plrialrs.

Oncc lrcrc, tlrcse refirgecs oftcri forrrrcl tlrenrsclvcs tr.appccl irr povcrtr', pnr-
riclittg lori-cost labor, arrcl recciviug no lrcalth or otlrcr l>crrcfits. u'lrilc tlrcir lack
of sclrttrtlirrg tttaclc clcccrt jobs alnrost inrl>ossiblc to corrre bi. In l9t)0, tu'o-
tlrircls of C:rnrbocliur, Laotiur, and Hrrrong:rclrrltr irr \nr.ric.,r'hld lcss tharr u

Jrigh-sclrttol cclLtcatiorr-couiparccl n'ith l4 pcrccrrt of nlrites, 2i pcrccrrt of
,\1r'icarr ''\rrrcric:urs, 45 perccrrt of Latirros, lnd l5 perccrrt of tlrc gencrrrl ;\siarr-
.\rttcricrttr ltopttlation. ]lcftrre tlrc n'clfarc-rcforrrr lun'crrt rrrani of tlrcnr off,
rrcarlr l0 1>crccttt of Sotrthcast.'\siarr,\rrrericirr\ \\clc ,,rr u.l[rrc-tlre lriglrcsl
;l:rrticiltatittrr ratc of anv ctlrriic groul). And lravinq suclr nrcrrgcr- irrcorrrcs, thcv
rrsrrallv lircd irr the riorsl neiglrborlroods, riith tlrc rltcndarrt crinrc, gang yrnrb-
It'ttt., rtlrtl ])oot sq 11111115.

llut slrorrlclrr't the toirtecl r\siarr cledicrrtiorr to sclroolirrg lrrvc ovcrcorrrc tlrcsc
disldlarttagcs, liftirrg the rcfugecs' clrilclren out of povcrh'lnd kccpirrg thcrrr off
thc sh.ccts? L.lrrfurtrrnatch', il didrr't. "'l'hcrc is still a lrigh nrrrrrbcr of droporrts frrr
Sorrtircast r\siatrs," \'lrrg saicl. "Ancl if tlrcv clo graclLrate , thcrc is :r lon'rrrrrrrbe r goirrg
orr to hiqlrcr cclrrcaliorr."

'l'lrcir 
ltarcrrls'difficrrltr irr rr:rviqatirrg Arnericarr sclrool svstcrns nlirv corrlrillrtc

l,r llrt' pl,lrlt rrr. ' l lrc llltrtttlr' l:rt k ,,f ct[ttt rtli,rrr ltrrtls lo ,r l,i, k ,,I r,,lt rrr,,tlt'lr rrrrtl
grriclrrlrcc. \\litlrorrt thosc tlrings, r'orrtlr carr tunr to rlclirrc;rrcrrt bclr:riior arrcl irr
solllc \crv crtrctttc cascs, gangs, irrstead ofclciotirrg tlrcrrrsclvcs to cclrrc:rtiorr." suicl
Nirrirr Silrrtvorrq, clircckrr of SI,,r\FL\(l's Srrcccssfrrl Ncu',\rricricarrs l)rojcct, nlriclr
iiltcnicri'ctl Nllli Kco "'l'lris rrrrrlcrscorcs llre rrcccl frrr Sorrtlrcast .\siarr sclrool acl-
tttittislrators or cortttsclors n]ro can l>c role rnorlcls, c:rsc llrc crrltunrl barricr. arrtl
scr\c ils a bridgc lo tlrcir 1t:rrcrrts."
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"Souretinrcs firrrrilics lravc to clioose bctuecrr cduc:ttiorr an(l cnll)lovlltcnt, cs-

1>cciallr rihcrr rrroro'is tiglrt," saicl Porthiru (llrirrrrrr. a frrnttcr Sl'l,\ll\(l l)roicct
clircctor. ",'\rrcl rrrrfortrrrratclr', inrnrccliltc rrorcl corlccnrs oftcrt n irt orrt."

'l'lrc pictrrrc tllrt crrrcrgcs-of high \\'clfirrc participltiorr arrd drolrorrt r.ittcs, lon'
lcvels ofcclrrc:rtiorr lrrcl irrconrc is startlirrglr sirrrilar kr tlrc sihrrrtiorr oftlrc poor-

cst nrcurbcrs of "rrorrrrroclcl" rtrirtoritr grolll)s. Sorrthe:rsl ,\si:ttts, Lutirros, urtcl

.\fi-icrrrr ,'\nrcric:rns also have irr corrrrrorr sigrrificlrnt rtrrrtibe rs of sinqlcl:rrcui lttrt-
ilics. I ;rrgcll rrs rr rcsrrlt of thc killirrg ficlcls, rcrrrli' a (lllrlrtcr of (l;rrrrlrodirtn ltorrsc-

holcls:rrc lrcrclccl lx'sirrglc \\'ourcn. Othcr Sorrtlrcast Asi:rrr tjrrrrilics llrvc sirrrilur
sturics. Silrarorrg's rrotlrcr, ftrr cvtrrrplc, rliscd lrinr lrd his firc siblings ott ]tcr ourr
rilrilc lris fathcr uas inrprisonccl irr u Luotiurr rc-cclucrttiorr cantl>.

No rrlrttcr lron "trarlitional" Sorrtheast Asians nlrv bc, tlrcv sllrrc tlrc [rtc of
otlicr pcoplc of color rilrcrr tlrci'arc dcrricd itcccss to grlocl cclucatiori, safer rreiqh-
borlioods. ancl jobs th:rt proviclc l lir,irrg riugc rtrrcl bcrrcfits. llrrt firr tlrc sakc of prc-
scn'irrg tlrc rnoclcl-rrrinoritv nlth, consenltive policv rrrakcrs lr:tvc lrrrgcll igrrorccl

tlrc rrcccls of SoLrtlrcast ,'\siart corrnrunitics.
Onc srrch neecl is for psvclrological carc. \\Iartirrrc trarruta and "lack of l'irrglislt

proficicricr', accultrrrati.,e stress, prejrrclicc, cliscrirrrirlrtiurr, lrrcl racial llttc crirrrcs"
plrrcc Soutlrcast r\si;urs "at risk frrr enrotiorurl ancl behaviorrl proble rns," accorclirrg
kr tlrc [].S. surgcor gcrrcral's 2(X)l rcport ol rrlcc ancl nrcntal he:rlth. Orre ranclonr
s:rrrrple of (l:rrrrlrocliarr lclults ftrtrrrcl tlrrrt -1i pcrccrrt lracl post-traurrratic strcss disor-
clcr arrcl 51 pcrce rrt srrffe recl iirrn clcprcssion.

John Askrrlr:rskrrl's past reflects lrarrnur as r,i'ell, brrt his eclrrcation, Illglish-
Lrnqrurgc abilitr'. and II.S. connectiols hclpecl loel thc plaring ficld. Lcss frrrtrr-
rlttc rcfugccs rrccd litcracv trainirrq arrcl larrgrraqc assistarrcc.'l'lrcv llso rrccd social

srrpports lilic ricllarc urrcl strorrg corrrrrrrrrritr-rrssistancc groups. Ilrrt nrislecl lrr thc
rurodcl-nrinoritr nrrth, nranv govenlnrcnt ugencies seenl to l>c urrariarc that Sorrth-
cast.'\sirrrrs rcc;uirc tlrcir scn'iccs, ancl officials lralc clorrc littlc to firrcl tlrcsc rrccclv

rcfugr,'cs or :lccolililoclate thenr. Oorrsiclcring thrt learlv tt'o-thircls of Srlrtheast
Asirrns sav tlrcr do rrot spcak l'inglislr vcn ri'cll an(l rlrorc tlrar 50 pcrccrrt livc in
lirrguisticlllr isolltccl etlrnic errcllvcs, thc lack of orrtreuch :rncl trlnslltrlrs cffec-
tirclr clcnics thcnr ninrn prrblic seniccs.

'l'lrc problcrrr crtcrrcls bcvurrcl arrtipovcrtv prognlllls,:rs Nl:rli Keo's ston illus-
trltcs. After hcr hrrsband left her, shc fornrcd a rclationslrip witlr rrrotlrcr rrarr ancl

]iad hrrr rnorc clrilclrcrr. But lrc bcrrt tlrc lrrrri]r'frrr vcurs, rrrrtil she askccl illr orgarr-

izltiorr tlrat servccl (lanrboclian rcfrrgccs b hclp hcr filc a rcstrairrirrg ordcr. If s]rc

hacl krrorirr tlrat rr slrcltcr-n'rts rn'ailrtblc, slrc krlcl lrcr irrtcnicncr, cvcn ortc riitltottt
Klrrrrcr-spcakirrg corrrrselors, she norrlcl havc escapcd nrrrclr carlier.

\\1hcre the govcnurrcnt lrasrr't turrrccl a blirrd cr,c, it llrs oftcrr niclclccl arr iron
fist. 'l'hc nclfitrc-rcfirrrrr lrru of 1996, n'hiclr crrt off ri'clfirrc, SSl, ancl foocl-starnlr

bcrrcfits ftrr rrrost rrorrcitizerns-cven thosc riho irre lcgll pennurrcrrt rcsiclcrrts settt
Sorrtlrcast ,,\siurr corrrrnrrrrities into an lll)roar. Ser,er:rl cldcrlr Hrrrorig jrr (l:rljftrrrri:r

corrrrrittccl srriciclc, fcaring tlrat tlrcv uoulcl l;cconre brrrclens kr tlreir firnrilics.
Nlcarrulrilc. tlrc lac'k of literacv progrilnls prevcrrtccl (urrcl still cl<tcs prcvcrt) tnattv
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rcfugccs fi-urrr plssirrg tlrc rrritterr tcst tlrat rioulcl glir tlrcrrr citizcrrslrip rrrrd tlrc
riglrt kr pulrlic lssistrrrrcc.

"\\'c lclricvcd nclflrrc rcfrrrrrr orr tlrc brrcks of lrc\\'colncrs. l''rarrk \\'rr saicl.
"l)copJc saicl tlrat'orrtsiclcrs'clorr't llrvc rr c'lrirrr to tlrc lroclr'politic',:rrrcl cvcrr libcr-
lrls sirr ric slrorrlcl c:rrc firr'orrr o\\'ll first." I"crr sccrrrccl to:rsl< llrc rlrrcstion posccl

lx sociologist l)orralcl Ilcnrarirlcz: "\\'lrat r.csponsibilitv rlo uc lrarc to cnsllrc rr

brtsic strtrtclard oflirirrg firr irrrrrriqlrtrts rilro lltvc flcrl tlrcir corrrrtrics:ls rt rcsrrlt of
tlrc .'\rrrcricur govcrrrrrcrrl's cc'orrorrric, rrriiit:rn, lrrcl political irrvolvcrrrcrrt tlrcrc?"

Ilrrt riclf:rrc rclirnn also lracl a sccond cffici. "lt nas srrch ir shockinq cvcnt, it
corrrplctclv gallrrrrizcd tlrc Soutlrcast,'\siar corrrrrrurrih," said K;trcrr N;trasrrki, cr-
ccrrtilc clircctor of tlrc \atiorll Asian I)acilic '\nrcric:rn l,cqal Oorsor-tirrrrr. "lrr clif-

tcrcnt,'\si:rn crrltrrrcs, r'orr havc 'tlrc crrrb rilro c'rurils out of tlrc brrckct gcts prrllcd
lxrck' lrrrrd] 'tlrc rrail tlurt sticks orrl gets porrrrclccl clo*n.'llrrt irr thc (lrritccl Statcs,
'llrc sc;rrclki u'lrccl gcts tlrc qreasc,' ;rrrd 1tco1>lc hrrd to 1c:rrri that."

'l hc lcarninq proccss has bccrr a clifficrrlt orrc. ,'\t first. lrccarrsc of tlrcir prrst ncg-
rrtivc crpcricr)ccs \\itlr tlrc []rritccl Statcs urrcl tlrcir lrurncllrrrcl govcrrrrrrcrrts, rttArtv

Soutlrc:rst,\siars fcurccl politicul irrrolvcrrrcrrt. \lurrv suu tlrcrrrscllcs as rrorrcitizcrrs
arrcl scconcl-class ^'orrtsiclers" riith a lrrccuriorrs slancling irr tlrc tJritccl St:rtcs. But
lrs thcv havc gr-o*ri rrrorc fanriliirr nith this corrntri, cven rroncitizens h:rvc startecl

to tlrirrk of tlrcrrrsclvcs lcss as rcfugccs irr a tcrnl>orarv horre all(l lnorc :rs "neu

,\rrrcricarrs" ri]ro arc crrtitlccl to sllrpc tlrcir clcstirrics tlrrouglr political cngagcncnt.
'l'hc energr'for this ne* lctivisnr gren orrl of thc rrrrrtrral-assist:rrrcc ussociutiorrs

i\1.\'\s) that lravc takcrr rool irr variorrs Sorrihelst Asian conrurrrlities. Priniariiv
st:rffccl lx pcoplc likc ,\skullrskul -tlrc rlorc sLrcccssfrrl rticrttbcrs of thc cthnic
groups thcv scne --\l,\As frrrnr llrc blckborrc of strpport firr Sorrtlrcast '\sians, pro-
ridirrg, aurorg nrarrv otlrcr tlrirrgs, child carc, job tr:ririrrg, sclrool liaisorts, rtncl as-

sist:rrrcc s itlr rruvi gatilr g golcn lr l lcr r t brrrcarrcracirs.
I}rt thc \1,\\s are f:rcing problcrrrs of tlrcir onn.'l'he frrlcling tho rrscd kr gct

fr-orrr tlrc fcclcral Officc of Rcfrrgce l{cscttlcrrrcrrt is <hiirrdlinq. In 1996 rroi fcclcral
grridcliles rrrarrclutccl tlrat tlrcsc flrnds go erclrrsivclv to orgurrizrtiorrs scn'irg tlrc
rrost rcccnt rcfrrgccs. (lrr rcsponsc, sclcnrl Soutlrcast,'\sirrrr NL\'\s lravc tricd kr stav

lt.lolt lrr'offcrirrg tlrcir scniccs to rrcucr refrrgecs frorrr pl:rc,cs likc l',tlriopil:rrrcl
lrrrcl.) ,\s frrr orrtsirlc frrrding, onli 0.1 pcrccrrt of rrli plrilrrrtlrropic aid gocs to
groul)s tlr:rt riork spccificrrllv uitlr ,'\sirrrr-r\rrcricarr poprrlllions, accorclirrg kr tlrc
l9c)8 cditirrrr of I;otutdulirnt Oiring. ".\ lot of pcoplc irr philrurtlrropr thirrk lthat
.\silrrsJ :trc cloirrg so ucll. tlrcv clorr't rrccd hclp," Nirraslki srrcl.

l)cspitc tlrcse problens, Nl,\\s urrcl rurtiorltl rtdvocrtcv orqirrrizltiorrs likc
Sl',,\l{,\(l lun'c riorr lirrritccl rcstorrrtiorrs of bcrrcfils lrrcl frrod strtrrrps firr irrrrriqranls.
.\rd rr sigrrific:rrrt r.icton carrc irr 2()()0, rilrcrr lcgislatiorr sporrsorccl lx \'lirrrrcsota
Scrtator ['arrl \\'cllstr)ric \\ils :rcloptccl: lt ri ill lllon ilrrrorrg vctcrars-or- tlrcir
rticious-lr.r.rrrr ,\rrrcrica's "sccrct uar" irr Luos to trrkc tlrc U.S. citizenship icst irr

I lrrrorrq, uitlr a trarrslutor-.
Orrc kcr to tlrc \1.\i\s sncccss is tlrcir rrctuorkirrg uitlr otlrer rrrirroritr-acho-

cacv qrolll)s, sitvs Slrrclv l)arrg. crccrrtilc clircctol oi '\sirrr .'\rrrcricurr Ll',,\l), arr
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olqlllli,/lltioll basccl irr \\'lrslrirrgtorr, tlrut proviclcs u nlngc of scniccs for \''ietnanrcse
r\rrrcricarrs, irrcludirrg l',S1, cllrsscs, \1)lltll rlcrtorirrg, :rrrcl parcnt-sLll)l)ort gloul)s.

\\'lrcrr l)arrg filrrrdccl tlrc orqrrrrizatiurr, slrc cliclrr't krrou lrori kr urite gmnt prr>

lx)sals, so slrc lrskccl tlrc dircckrr of a rrclrrlx vorrilr ccntcr frrr [,:rtirr,\rncncarrs to

providc qrriclartcc. "'l'lrc l,atirro orgurriz:rtiorrs lrlvc a lot of crnpathv tilr 1>coplc start-

irrg out," slrc sricl. "'l'lrcr rrrrclcrsturrcl tlrc rcfrrqce-inrnriqr-rrrrt e.,pcricrrcc.
"l)islclvlrrtlgccl pcople slrarc a lot irr corrrrrr<)n," I)rllg corrtirrrrccl, "arrd nc lravc

to hclp c:rc]r othcr. l'cople ulto arc crrrporicrccl irr tlris corrrrtn likc to plar rrs off
cach otlrcr, likc uitlr tlrc rrroclcl-rrrinoritv rrrvth.'l'hev nced tlrc 1>oor ancl clisaclr':ui-

tlgcd kr figlrt caclr otlrcr. Bccurrse if uc rrrritc, u'c can niakc it clifficult ftrr tlrcnr."
Sotrtlrcasl r\si:ttts are clisprovirrg tlrc rnoclcl-rrrirroritv rrrvtlr rrot jrrst nith thcir dif-

ficrrlt livcs lnt uith thcir groriirrg irrsistcrrcc tlrat it tlkes niorc than "traditiorral vll-
ues" rtrttl "pcrsorltl rcsporrsibilitr'" to srrnive in this corrrrtrr. It irrkcs soci:rl srrpporis

rtrrd particip:rtior irr tlrc leglcr of ciril riglrts activisrrr rrs u'cll.
'l'lrc rctrrgccs ancl thcir childrcrr rtrc forgirrg tlreir iclcntitics as llc\\'.'\rncricarrs

arrcl arc strrrtinq to cnrcrgc as a political force. At first, Yang said, "u'c lracl rro tinie
to think rtborrt:trrvtlrirrg clsc brrl orrr conrnrnrritics ;rrrcl rro ollc \\'as tlrinking al;out
rrs. llrrt no\\'\\'c krrori lhat nhat rie ucrc grappiirrg n'itlr laffecis bothl nrc arrd rrrr,

rrciglrbor, nlro rnight bc poor lllack, Lltirro, or i\siarr. We ilrc no lorrgcr rtfugccs.
\\'c arc,\ntcricatts.,,\rrcl ric krrori n'lrat beirrg'srrccrcssfrrl'is: It's bcirrg sorrrcone rlho
is tnrlr ariare oftlrc rrrc:rrrirrg offreeclonr to s1>cak otrt."

Rtcrel Rt:uquoNs BpcoitnNc MonB
CovpLEX Acnoss CouNrRY

lonath:u-r 'filovc

IIOI IS'l()N ,\s a trorrblc-slrootcr nith thc U.S. ltrsticc l)epartrncnt. l,lflairr \'lar-
tirrcz rregotiatcs rrtcial peuce in artcl rtrorrrrcl Anrerica's frlrrtlr-llrgcst cirr.

'l'ltcrc rtrc, of cottrse , tlrc cl:rssic black-ancl-n'lritc or brorvn-alcl-rilritc conflicts.
llrrt oftcrr nou, it is blacks arrcl lrnlnns ulro urc brrtting lrc;rds ovcr jobs:rrrcl l)o\\'er.
''\rrcl irrcreasitrglr, \1:rrtincz finds lrirrrsclf rrrecliating disputcs irrrrrlving peoples ri lro
blrclv cxistcrl lrcrc 20 \'curs rlgo.

I''rtrrrt 'l'lrcSttrl,cdgcr 1l)crcrrrlrcrl6, 199(r). I{cprirrtcdlrr'pcrrrrissiorr of Neulronsc\orsScrriccs.
\\'lslrirgkrrr, IX).
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'l'lre Ilotrstort rtrea, frrr errtrrtplc, lras orre of tlre rration's largcst \/ichralrcsc
conrttttttritics,:ttrd <tver tlrc vears Nlartincz, irr his sotto voce sh'le, lras dcfrrsecl vi-
olettt ctttrfrtttrt:ttiorrs bctncett \''ietnarucsc fisherrrrcn arrcl thc Krr Klrrr Klan. l;c-
hvccrr Victrr:ttncsc tnerchlttrts ancl black crrstorrrcrs :urcl betncen \/ictn:rrrrcse arrcl
Latino rcsiclents of thc sanrc conclourirrirrrrr.

In tlrc past iear, lte evctt l;rokcrccl a tnrcc bctu'ccn \"ictrrarrrcse arrcl (llrirrese
tttetrlbcrs of the ltorrrcl of rt ncn''l'ao tcrrrple, ltrorrrpting orre urcrnbcr of tlrc boarcl
to gush, "Yorr a lrero. \ilr stop a u,irr."

Nationallr', artcl csltecialll irr those citics likc Ilorrston that arc nr:igrrcts for irn-
rrligrarrts, r:tce attcl cthnic relatit)lls ilrc becorrring nr()rL (()lrll)lerh corrteltiorrs. Irr
part it is sintltlc rrrath: (lreatcr clilersih riclcls,rii,rc clivcrsc point.s of conflict. Ilrrl
a $ealtlr of sttn'et rcscrtrclt irrrlicirtcs thrri intcr-rrrinoritv lrostilitics ancl neg:rtr\.c at-
titrtclcs oftcrt nre rrlote l)ronourrcecl tharr thosc tli;rt crist bctn'een uhites arrcl nri-
rrorities, tlrttrrglr the tttorc polite rilritc attitrrdcs nrav be:rs rrrrrch a frrnctiorr ofrrrgrc
rffl rren t clistar rce ns r r re:rn i r r gfrrl conr r rritnrcr rt.

Still, Asiarts in L,os,'\rrgelcs are lar nrc-rrc likclv than nhitcs to vien most [lacks
rrrrcl Ilispartics as trrtirrtcl]igcrrt, u'lrile nrost Ilispalics rrrrcl ,,\siurs brrt orrlv a rrri-
rrorih'of rihitcs-thirrk blacks prcfcr ricllare to self-srrfficieno. hr Nen )',rrl (lih,
lli.plrrritsrttttl \.ilttts;lr('rr()rL likeli tlrrrrrrrlritrst,'llrirrLl.llrr.k.Prorokt.lro.lililr

Itr rclttt'tt. lrlltt ks rrr,,re llrrrrr u lrilc's irr lrollr \t.rr \,rrk rnrtl l.o. \rrqr.lt,s t orrsitler
Asiarts clifficrtlt to gct along nith. ln IIouston, bllc.Ls nrte tl rcir rcl.rtionship nitlr
Asians as u,orse tharr their relatiorrshirt riith rilrites.

"lf rve posit tlrc rtrigirrrrl Rocltrcr King tlucstion-'(lan ue all gct rrlorrg?' tlrc
:llls\\'er is a resortttclillg no,'savs Jarrtes folrrrson Jr., a ltrofcssrtr ofltrrsirrcss, soci<tl-
ogY arrcl geographv at thc Llniversih' of North Clanrlina at Chapcl I lill, :rrrcl tlrc frrr-
rrtcr tlireclor r,l tlrt, (.crrlt'r' l'or llre Slrrtlr ,,t Ilrlrrrrr P.rt.rlr :rl Lt(]L-\.

"l llrirrk uc"r.'r'clrllr lr.;rrlttl h,rilrr,l rrr,,r'e irrl,lt.r;rrrt.t..'.rrrr l,,lnrr,'rr, rilro r, lrl:rr.k.

Diversity's Effect
\Jo| crcnotrc is so srtrc.

tJrlivcrsitl of Hotrstorr sociologist Ncstor Roclrigrrcz savs it renrairrs to bc seel
ri'lretlrcr Ilotrstort's tratrsforttratiorr fronr l citv tlrat \\'as lnorc tlran half Anelo
,rrlritlr i:rilr;rl llrt'trrll*lrilt''ltt'rerir l()hl). l,.rrt llr:rl *ill lrt l,)Pt.rt.trrl \rrgl,r.
25 perccnt black, 3t) petccrrt Iliiprtrric rrrtl - perccrrt Asiarr ll thc i'car 2()()0, i\ill
;lrorc' its rloillq u, rrrrtl,,irrg.

"f havc :t scltse of ilotrskn lrcconiing bctter," slvs l{oclrigrrez. llc takcs lropc
frtlrtl thc fact that lris sttn'cv this vc:rr of HoLrstorr's black arrcl llisprrnic corrrrnrrni-
tics cliscoverccl black arrtbiralcrrce-ratlrer tharr one-siclccl lngcr-lbr)lrr unnlrgra-
tion arrcl pcoplc spc:rkirrg S1>arrish at nork.

Floirstort, r'vith tlre largcst black poprrlatiorr unrl largest Flispanic irrrrnigrrirrt
poptrlation of :rrrv citv itr thc Sorrtlr, has crrjoved rclrrtirer r:rcial calnr. I'cople r.:rr,
iouslt creclit its sizc:rtrcl sprrrnl. its clcelr-scatccl corrscrlltisrrr arrcl tlre irlrrrost
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'\t a rcccrtt r:lllcolls rrrrd cortcntiorrs ruccting of tlrc Los -\rrgclcs (lurrrrh'llelrrcl ef
Strllcn'isors, \llrc Klrrgrrrarr, lrcrrcl of (lorrcctior:rl Scrr.icci ftrr tlrc L,\ ( jorrrrtr
Slrcritfs l)cPrtrtrrtcrtt, s:ricl, "[t,r'cntlrirrq tlr:rt's goirrg orr irr orrr strccts ir.,r,1l,,g i,rti,

orrlxriglrt r l(){}(r lrrtlcPc'rrrlcrrl \lcrlirr lrr:titrrtc. I,lrrrl olini. .\ltcr\cl, 2l?j.20lt61rr*..llcrirct.rrgl
:iorr/3li()-11. l rscrl nitlr pcnrrissiorr of \1lcr\c,l.orq
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our jails." Klugrrlrrr's lrclplcss \\ilnring is ourirorrs arrd tcrrifving, brrt he's riglit.
'l'lrc jail violcrtcc bctriccr bLrcks irrrcl l,ltinos tlrat lras torrr L.r\. (}nnti jails lias
roots that go far llcrrrrrrl tlrc jrrils.

'l'he painfrrl irLrtlr is tlrrrt rciltiorrs bctriecn blacks arrd Lrrtirros rrc rife nith cul-
trrral, racial, artrl ccorrorrric rrrvths arrcl nriscorrccl)tiorrs. Sjrrcc tlrc ciril riqhts cra,
thc popular ficti<trr nus tlrirt bllcks ancl Latirros arc :ln ol)prcsscd pcoplc of colur
r'r'itlr a lriskrr-r'oFlrci:rl cliscrinrinatiort rtrrcl povcrt\', so thcir stnrgglc is tlrc sarrrc.

L)Lrring thc l9(r0s, sonrc blrtcks rrrrcl Lalinos clicl fbrrrr rlrglrizrrtiorrs arrcl nrise is-

sues thilt al)pcrllc(l to rtrirror crrclr other.'l'lrcrc nrrs tlrc Bllck Pantlicr Partv arrcl

the l,a llaza tlrriclrr Prtrtr', thc N{\(ll) Lcgrrl Dcfcnser lrrrnrl rurd tlic Nlcrican-
.'\rttcricart l,cgll :rrrcl Echrcltion I)cfi'rrsc l-'urrcl, :rs nell ls dozcrrs of local black lncl
l,atirro actii'ist qrorrps.'[']rc l)oor Pcoplcs \larch in \\'rrslrirrqtorr l).(1. in 196lJ n,as

thc highpoint of ctluric colpcration chrring tlrat tirrre .

lllacks arrd L:ttirros errjorecl the politicll lrononroon of tlrc cr:r. Ncitlrcr nuntecl
to adrriit tlrrrt tlre seriorrs political rrrrcl cultrrral cliffcrcrrccs bctt,cen thenr coulcl
crack tlrc lacrcle of rrnih. Brrt tlrc last clecaclc has ltrcscrrtccl a neu rcalih,.

'l 'lrrorrgh nrassivc irrrrrrigr:rtion ancl higlrcr birtlr r:ries, the Latirro poptrlation
It:rs so:rrecl. l,atirros lrrrvc clispl:rccd blacks as the larqcst non-ulritc rrrinoritv irr
Anre rica. Latirros clcrttancl that politic:rl :rrrcl social issrrcs rro lorrgcr be framecl solcl1'
in black arrcl u'lrite.

'l'lrc clash has been cspcciallr ficrce on tlrrcc lrot bLrtton issucs: irrrrrrignrtiorr
arrcl jobs, political rcltrcscrrtation, :rncl strcct turf control.

lmmigration and Jobs
NIarrr'[,:rtirtos nork at lo\\:pav jobs that ofTcr rro lrerlth, union, or rctircment ben-
efits. \lanv erntplovcrs takc aclvartagc of tlicir e couonric pliglrt :rncl hire thcrrr to

'"rrrrk the dirticst uttcl tnost hazarclous jobs in plalts. firckrrics, :rnd lrrrrns. []rrskillccl
or scrrri-skillecl rihitc arrd black riorkers oncc clicl thesc jobs. T,irrrplovers clefencl
tlreir l:rbor practiccs lrr iusistinq tlrat I,ltirros "nork lrarclcr, arrcl clon't causc prob-
lenrs." Latirro icaclcrs dcflcct criticisnr nith thc rckrrt th:rt ",\uicr.icarrs norr't takc
thcsc jobs an\'\\'l\."

Whilc tlrcrc is tto conclttsivc cviclcrcc tirrri Latirros tlkc jobs lriar frorr,\rrrcr-
icatr norkcrs (shrclies ltrtvc bccrr conflictirrg), incrcusecl irrrrrrigratiurr c:rnre at thc
ri'orst possiblc tirrrc for irnporcrislrccl ,'\frican-Arncricarr coninrrnitics. '['lrcv are
reelirrg frottt:t cleclcle of job, cclrrc:rtion, ancl soci:rl senice cuts. Tllcgrtl irrrrrrigrarrt
laltor cottrpetitiorr coulcl frrrthcr rurtrgirrllizc ilie black puur lx'r:rising joblessness,

clecreasing bcrrcfits, uncl craccrbrtirg lhc crirrrc lrrcl clrrrg crisis.
\\/itlr fcclcrll ancl statc govcrrrnrcnts grappling r,r'itlr nrassivc budqct clcficits, ancl

corpttnttiotts, irt tlrc tlrrocs of shakcorrt, orrtsorrrcing arrd clon rrsizitrg, lrarv African-
Arrrcricatr lcadcrs scc littlc poirrt irr clcurandirrg rrrorc fcclcrrl ancl corponrtc spencl-
irrq orr iob ancl skill tlrining. If sorrc black lcrrdcrs scrciun llong rrilh grorrps such
as thc Nlirrrrtcrltn Projcct frrr:r cr.uckdourr on illcgai inrrrigmrts, it is becarrsc thel'
scc Latirros-nhosc c'ustorrrs lnrl larqu:rgc rrc barclv conrprchcrrsiblc kr thcnr-
as a clircct tlrrcai to tltcir ccorroniic cristerrcc.

9 Llutclittson I lttside tlrc lttil Wars Zf7

Political Representation
'l'lic tertsiorls havc s1>iliccl over irrto politics. [,atirros lrrne clrangcci thc etlrrric rlakc-
rlp of ttlatlv rreiglrborhoocls frorn black arrcl nhite to bron,n. Firorn the local to the
rratio'al lc'cl, Latir, leaclers ',* clc'ra'cl their fair sharc of prlitical officc-
lrolclcrs, aPP.irhrerrts, arcl positi.rs ir (lalifo'rirr rr'rl l,.r .\u91,11.5.

Brrt tlris cotrlcl frrrthcr eroclc thc rierr.found political gains-ancl Prls,cr blacks
llavc rl'otr throuqlt clecacles of stnrqgle. Nfarrv African-Aniciicarr leaclcrs argrrc that
tltc trttrttllers that corrrrt trrost lre the rotirrq rrrrnrbcrs arrcl blacks rote in propor-
tiollallv grcatcr Ittttttbers tharr Latinos. 'l'o rnan,,', 1>oner shrrrirrg is orrt 6f tlre
(lllCsli()il.

'l'hcre is the proltlcm of ethnic inscrrsitivih,. Afiican-Amcricans notc that Lati-
los (arrcl otlter rtrttr-n'hitcs) clid not erpcriencc chattel sla,n,en, :rncl its lcgaq,. 'l'hcir
f:rnliiV arlcl etltrric crthcsion n'as rrot rupturecl. Nor ricrr- tlr.r col,rr-rt:r-nrpecl with
thc "baclge of infcriorih,.

Nlanl blacks perccirc that T,ltiros itrc less h:rrslrlr,trcatccl b1,nlrite socrcr\,, en-
cottttter lcss cliscrinrinatiott, arrcl eniov rnore mobilih'a,rd oppuit,rnitics.'fhe stul-
tlirtg sttccess clf Asiart arrcl Latino inrnrigrarrts in btrsiriess arrcl tlre 1>rgfessiols cloes
sccttl to offcr proof of this.'l'her are often able hr secure busincs l,,r,rs, creclit, alcl
access to ccltrcatittn and tlrc professions u,ith rrrtrch nrorc eilsc tharr blacks.

I'lanv l,:itirtos fail to unclcrstancl thc conrplerih,ancl sel,critr.of thc black expe-
rierlce' 'l-hei'freqtrcntlv bash blacks for the ir por.crh,ancl goacl ihcm to "pr,ll thc-pr-
selves up likc r'r'e clicl." Worsc, sonle evcn rcpe:rt the sa,ne vicious anti-black epitlrets
its rrrt ist rrlritcs.

Btrt cthrlic irtscrrsitir..ih.cuts both u'avs. Blacks lrare little unclerstancling of thc
political reprcssiott ittrcl econonric dcstitrrtion that drives rrranv Latinos 1o scck
rcfirgc in tlre L.initecl Statcs. Nlanl' have flccl frorrr thc rilvilqcs c,f rrar alcl rer,.olrr-
li,tr itr Ilrtir corrrrtric'. Tller [rte llrc rrrrr:sire l)r.lrlq1s1. of rclrtljrrslirrg to rr strrrrrqr.
cttltttre, cttstottts, atrcl langrrage. Latino irrrmigr:rlts :rncl the rrativc bo-m also srrffcr
llolicc abuse alrcl face thc satlc racial cliscrinrirr:rtiorr in jobs, :rncl housing, ancl
hcalth care, ancl as nr:rrrr,blacks do.

Street Turf Control
'l'hcrr thcre's tlte actiort in tlte strccts. Frlr vcars black gangs liavc controllecl the
clrtrg tralfic, s:rlc of corrtrrbrnd, inrd othcr iliicit actir,ities irr South L,.,,\. ancl othcr
rtrllatl itrrlcr cih ncighborhoocls. 'l'he irrflrrr of votrng, poorlv eclucatecl, crirne-
Prorlc garrg ttlelllbcrs front I'll Salr,'ador, NIcxico, arrcl otlrer Latil crlrrltries has is-
rritccl strcct claslrcs with blacks over turf.'l'he strcet turf strugglcs havc spillccl ovJr
irltcr thc prisorrs, r.r'ith groups such as thc N,{erican N,lafia nrcxc tlrrl n,illing to giyc
orclcrs to attack l>lacks to asscrt thcir clorrrinarrc,.

[,.A. C]orrritv officials cite prisorr ovcrcrovn'ding, turf n'ars, rcrrer,r,al of garrg rival-
ries,-the ancielt prisorr rittral of rnaking a "rel;" as a tough gu\,, or j,,sil,oicclolr
fcrr thc r"iolettce. It's that ard nruclr nrc,r-c, arrcl iail atrtlroritics aircl clectecl officials
trrust recogriize tlrat.
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;\fr.icrrn-..\nrcricans uncl Lalirros arc undcrgoillg a l)lil)frrl perioci of politicul ancl

ccorronric lcljrrstrrrerrt.'l'lrci'arc firrdirrg tlrrrt tlrc stnrgglc frrr pon'cr arrcl rccoqrri-
tiorr rrill bc lorrg;rrrd difficult.'l'lrc nrtrs irr tlrc 1,.,'\. (bLrrrh' jlils urc a tlrgic, clc-

plorablc svrll)k)nr of tlrrrt.


