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arrti-Asiarr Practiccs, sllch as,tsilrr-onlv turcs, or laris rcstrictirrg,\siarrs lior1 911-
' I rlillg tillt(1.'

l''irlalli', tlrc classificrttiorr of r\si:rns ls incligiblc for cilizcrrship plarccl a part il
tlrc forrrrrrlation of irttrttigrutiorr llrvs that rcstrictccl tlrc crrtl' ,,f Ari,,,r, ilto t|c
[]rritc<l Statcs.l 'l his strrrricd ,'\siarr populltiorr glrrutlr. rrr tcll ar tlreir political
lltlrrcr atltl collcctivc ncaltlr$rrildirrg potcntial.,.\si:rrr ncrr n'itlr farrrilies \\,crc pro-
lrillitccl fr<lnr scrrdirrg ftrr thcir nircs arrcl clrilclrcn; othcr Asi;rn nicrr glrg rycre .si1-
glc ricrc relttctatrt kr go brrck to tlrcir horrrelarrcl to firrcl arrcl rctrrrrr riitlr a riife.
llecattse tlrc lari oftcrr clitl trot allorr rc-errtrr'. \\'lrcrr f:rnrilics crrn't courc in, tlrerr
rllonc\'flons orrt, scrrt lr,,rnc to r11111;ry11 tlr,,re, lcft ltclrirrcl. . . .

Asian Wealth: Bipolar Disorder
\\'lrilc tllc lttcrtti lttrl rrrediarr asscts of blacks, nhitcs, ancl Latinos arc available,
tlrcrc arc tlrt c<ttttltarable ligLrrcs frrr.'\siarrs. ],,r'cn irr thc rreu'clata sorrrce book,'l'ftc
Ner' F'dce of-,\siart I'ucific Arrrcrictt: Nir,ibsrs, l)itersitt. artd oltttrtle in the 2lst
Oenhtn',l',ealtlr artcl :rssct clrttu :rrc nrissing.s II.ricrcr, \\'c clnr clrrru sorrrc linritccl
r',,r rt lr rri,,i r. fr',,rrr II rc rtr :rillrlllc ir rForrrrrrI ioir.

t,'tGUt{l,t I

[)ovcrtl Ratc of Asian Natiorr:rlitics ir thc tJnitccl St:rtes
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ltoltulltiorr has a rrrriclrrc ccononric profilc. It is "bipolar" n,ith pco-
1>le corrccrttratcd at botlr errcls of tlrelcconorrric stnrta-like rrrr hourqlass.'l'hcre is
it qrcrllcr Pt rt tttlltqt ,tf Pt'.plt irr llrt' lriqlrer t;rrirrlilr'r rfilllrsr lrrrtl irr llrc l,,r1t.r qrrirr-
ttltr iltrttt.lltcr rlcirtl qroul)s, rtrrd a srrallcr pcrcerrtugc irr thc rrriclcllc incorrrc alcl
$caltlr l>rackcts. lf uc wcrc to look at jrrst irrcorn" fig,ric., it uotrlcl scerrr ih:rt Asials

Tnp EcoxoMIC Rper-rrv oF BEING

Asrrx AnnsnrcAN

Meizhu Lui ancl others

If u'c n-crc kr irrraqine the racial ccorrortric stnrcture as a solar svstcrll n'ith ulitcs
in the centcr lrkc thc sun arorrncl n,hich all otlrcr raccs rcvolve like plancts, Asian

Aniericans f<x the first orre lrtrrrclrccl vears u,orrlcl have bccrr irr tlic outernrost orbit;
tlrcr,n'crc Plrrkr. All people of color wcrc closcr to each other in terrns of ccottotrtic
stltrrs tllrrr :rrry of tlrcni n'ere to r.ihites. But sirrcc 1965, Asians h:rve movecl closer

to nhites ecorrorrricallr'-tlrcv iirc no\\'N,lars-u'hilc otlrcr pcople of color:rre still
far anav in the oirter orbits. Btrt dcspite their proxinrate succcss, thc social, politi-
cal, arrd ccononic profile of Asiarrs is cluitc cliffcrent from that of u'hitcs. F'or cx-

arrrplc, ci'cri tlrough the meclian incomes fcrr r,r,ltitcs arrcl Asians are similar, Asians

ckr rrot occup\, tlrc saurc range of professions as u,hitcs :trrd arc lcss likelv to orvlr
homes.'l'hei arc rrrissing fronr tlie higher ranks of business ancl politics. Policies

ancl practices fron vears past still affcct thcir st:rtus, :rs cloes the trrrrroil of currertt
u'orlcl o'cnts and the shiftinq allianccs irr ti.S. forcign poliq'.

Asians Need Not Apply
'flrc rrrost irrrportarrt crclusionarl'policl'rl,as alreaclv in place rvhcrr tlrc first,'\sians
arrivecl in the 1840's. Onlv nlritc pcoplc coulcl bcconrc citizens. One of the first
picccs of lcgislation passecl bv tlie ner,r'lv forrnclecl tJnitecl Statcs of Arrrcrica, tlte
1790 Naturalization Lan', statccl tlrat onlr'"a frce n'hite person" corrlcl begin the
natrrralization process that u,orrlcl leacl to citizenship. Over tirrc, thc lTcl(J lalv
ri'orrlcl bc usecl to clcsigrratc irrrrrrigrants frorrr one Asian corrntn'after anothcr:rs
non',r'liite, rihich kept thenr frorr n'ealth-brrilclinq opporttrnitics offcrc<l to rvliite
irrrrrrigr:rrrts orrlr', tlrc clroscrr futurc citizcns of the L.lrritccl States.

Othcr policies spccificalll tlrgeting Asians preventccl thcrrr frour sustainecl asset

buiklirrq irr tlrcir ncn countn'. Froui thc rnid-1800s to the micl-1900s, nranv dis-

crirrrirratun stutc arrcl local lan's ncrc passccl; fcdcral court dccisions trpliclcl tlrose

!.1 100(r frv []rrrtcrl for ii l''uir l'lcorrurrr'.'l'hrs rrr:rtcrjal origrnaJlv appcarccl fi'llrc Ookt of \Yealtlt'
'l'|rc Ston'Bclintl tlrc {1..S. Iltrcial .l)ilidc lrr'\lcizlrrr [,ui, i]arbare Roblcs, 13cts1 Lconcllr-Wriglrt,
[{osc l}rcncr, rncl I{cbccca,\rhrrrsorr, uit]r Unitcd for tr l.air licononrr'. I{cprirrtccl nith I.crttri.siott of
'l'lrc Ncu Ittcss: rr u l.tlrcr re\\'l)rcss.coll l
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arc (loilq cven bcttcr tlrarr ri'hitcs. Brrt if u,e \\'ere to look at just polclh lltLs, it
vnolrlcl sccut tliat Asiarrs arc cloirrg norse tll:ttl rihites.

For Asians, statistical rlveraqcs obscrtre the fact that the,\sian clcurographic is

top- arrcl bottorn-hear,r'. I,-rom lookiug at thc aqgregirted nittnbers, solne cttnclucle

that Asian Americans arc "ollt\\rhiting rilritcs." 'l'lris is nrislcatling, becattse it masks

the cliffcrcnces in ccouonric statrrs:rnrong Asians-ucaltlr gaps cxists n'itlrirr thc
Asiarr catcgorv itsclf-ancl bccnrsc it causes Asians rl'ho live in ertreme poverh'kr
be overiookecl bi tlrc general public ancl bv policv rnakcrs. Ncarlr'30 percent of
(lanrboclians live in povcrtr', one of tlie highest poverh rates of all nationalitics in
thc L.hiitccl States. IIon'cvcr, it is still tnrc that oi'crall Asians havc leaPfroggecl over

othcr grotrps of color in econonric status.

Asian Americans in the Economy:
A Different Reality
How Data Obscures Asian Realities

F'rom the numbers, it l<loks likc Asiarr Arrrcricarrs arc rrurrbcr clnc. hi 19cJ0, it ivas

reportecl that Asians h:rcl :r mecli:rn income of li36,000, uhile n,hites hacl only
$31,1(X). Wll'is that?

First, i\sians <1o not lir"c o,crvnficrc nlritcs lir.c. Or.cr lralf of tlic Asian popula-
tiorr lir,cs in just thrcc statcs: Califcrnria (4.2 rrillion), Neu' York (1.2 million), and
llan,:rii (0.7 million). ln those states, Asians are rnostlv concentrated in urban and
subrrrban areas. If Asian inconre is higlier tlian avcragc, it's partli'bccausc r,'crl'fcw
Asiarrs arc u'orkirrg irr statcs u'itlr lou'n'agcs arrcl lor,r'costs of lir,ing. If vou comp:rre
n,hites ancl Asi:rns in those cities n,ith the highest Asian clensih', thcn thc nrcclian
incorne for Asi;urs beconrcs $37,2(X), ancl for n'hitcs it is $40,000. Although l,agging
ulritcs,.,\siarrs are incleccl economicalh better off than Nrican Anrcric:urs or Lati-
nos; in those s:rme cities, the nrcclian incornc for blacks is $24,100, ancl for Lati-
nos, $25,600.+

A seconcl fictor is the differcncc in fanrilv sizc bctu'ccn Asians ancl n,hites.
Asian liouscholcls arc largcr, so if rou looked :rt inconrc pcr pcr\on (pcr cal>rra7,

Asian inconre n'orrlcl be less than that of n'hitcs. (Scc Figurcs 2 ancl 3.) l.'or exanr-

ple, in Ilan'aii, tlrc arcragc rilrite lamilr size n'as 2.46 peoplc, n'liile tlrat of Asians

nas 2.97, ancl that of Natir.e Ilau,aiians ri'as 1.75.

A third factor is tbat a fcn' Asians have achieveci cnorrrrous n'calth. Charles
Wrurg, the (lEO of Oonprrtcr Associatcs, took lrornc 565 5 nrillion irr l9c)9. He rvas

the onlr nonuhitc anrorrg tlrc 150 highest paicl CFiOs in 2(X)5. Average that into
all Asiarr salarics, lncl he pLrlls thc ar.cr:rgc up.t

l'inalh, the clistribrrtiori of irrcornc ancl n'ealth cliffers r,ridcli'b1'natiorralitl'.
Asian hrclians arc largcli' clustcrecl at the higher encl of tlrc ccononric spcctrum;
Camboclians arc at tlrc bottorrr. (Sometimes the bipolarih exists witftin a popula-
tion, such as the Chinese. 'l-here arc ln:ulv rren' :rrrivals liviug in ertrctrie poverty,
n'hile nrarn' cstablishccl Clhinese professionals cljo1. high stanclarcls of lil'ing.)

Ini et al. I 'l'l'te l:corr.otnic Realitt, oi L)eittg Asian Atn.ericun f65
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N'{ccliarl Horrseliolcl Ittcotrtc of Variorrs Asiarr Nationalitics in the [Jnitecl States
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New Arrivals Skew the picture

Sirlce rltost ['calth crltrtes frorrr inlreritance, it is lrarclcr to talk a|otrt q'ealt6 accrr,
trtrrlatiorl irr the llniterl States li'hcn therc:rrc srrch a large nunrbcr of rnrnrigrants
in thc Asiarr.clcilroqralthic. Sottre corric n'ilh no llollc\, at all, otlicrs 1rrr,-bri,rg
\i'ealtlr r'"'itll tlrcrri froltr horttc, so their rvcaltlr status canrrot be creclitccl or blarncd

Cambodian Vietnamese Korean
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or IJ.S. Dolicies.'l'lic 2(XX) ccrslls recorcle(l 11.9 nrilliorr U.S. rcsiclents riho iclcrr-

titicd tlrcrrrselvcs irs,\silnr alorrc or in corrrbinutior \\itll onc or nrore other raccs.

ulirkir)g lr1) iust ovcr'1 pcrccrrt of tlrc lotll poprrlation. In 1990, tlre populirtion rias
7.3 rnillion. \\'itlr srrch u nrte of groritlr, obviorrslt llr:lnv ilre rclatiiclv rccclit ar-

riii.rls.'l'uo oLrt of tlrrcc '\siarrs, or eiqlrt nrillion, irr tlic Urritctl Statcs hrnc palcnts
riho ricrc lrorrr rrlrloa<l rtrtcl ucrc rrot LJ.S. citizcns. Of tlrosc, orrlr lrrrlf rtrc rlrtLrral-
izcd citizcns. Sirrcc tlris rrrticlc is corrccrrrccl riitlr tlrc irrtcrgcrrcratiorral accrrurula-
tion arrd trrrnsfcr of ucaltlr llrat took place nithin the United Stiries, thc large
rrurrrbcrs of ininrigrants rnakes tlrc crrrrcrit,,\siarr cconorrric clata corrrprrrrblc orrlv
kr Lltirros.

[,'or crarrrplc, rcccut (]lrirrcsc irrrurigrants rcprcsent the thircl largcst groult of
irrrrrrigranis to thc [.lnitccl St:rtes, aftcr Nlcricarrs arrcl Ii'ilipirros. Bctn'ccrr ]9(r5 lncl
1984, a btal of 419,371 Cllrirrcsc irnrtrigrarrts arrivccl, alrrrost:ls nr:urv as the 426,00()
Cllrirrcsc nlro carrrc bctuccrr 1849 aricl 1930.'lhe Chincsc coninrunih n'cnt frorrr
bcirrg 61 pcrccntAnericanJrorn in l9(ri to (r3 pcrccrrt fcrrcigrr-burrr irr 1984, frour
citizcl to iurnrigrarrt orrce rrqrriir.r'llchr..rr lL)8'1 arrcl 1990, the Chinese Poprrla-
liotr irr llrt'Irrilttl Slrrlcstlorrlrlttl:rgrrirr. l() |,(,+5.{l{}{}.- lrr ltttttt, llrt (.lrirrc''c'rrrrrrr-

bcrcd 2.31'1.537: aclcl in tlrosc rilio idcniificcl ;rs a urixtlrrc of Cllrirrcsc rrrrcl ancither
racc, urrcl thc total nas 2,71'1,E'11. \\/lrcrr s'c look lt tlrc datl for the (lhinese, both
recent inrnriqrants arrcl oldcr rcsidcrrts rrrc cornbirrccl.

'l'hc onlr','\siarr qrouP tlrrrt is rrot a poPrrlation of inrniiqrarrts is Japarrcsc r\rrrcr-
icaris. Rccausc of tlic l\larslrall Plan after \\brlcl War II. irr nlriclr the l.lnitecl States

irri'cstccl irr rcbuilclinq the Jlparrcsc cconorlr\', tlrcr-c lras been no econonric or lro-
litical rcasorr frrr the Japarresc to lcavc tlrcir lronrc corrntrr'.

lncome

If lorr took c'n'cn Asiarr lrotrscholcl il the LInitcd Statcs arcl linecl thenr rrp frorrr
ilrc lon'cst kr tlrc highest incotrte, thc larrrili irr thc nriclclle lurs the nrc<liarr irr.trrnc.
lf rou took all irrcorrics, adclccl tlrcnr togcthcr, and thclr dividcd bi tlrc rrrrrnber of
horrscholds, rcu norrlcl lr:rve the llicrln, or avcr:lgc, irrconre.'l'hc "r\sian" bar irr the
graplr is tlrc averlge of all Asiarr rrtion:rlities.

As ntcntiortccl, alr Asiarr horrschold is ustrallv lurgcr th:rn a nhitc houscholcl,
sirtcc Asi:urs lrring their crtcrrclccl flrrrrilv slrrrclrrre nith thcrrr ulrcrr tlrcv arrii'c, ancl

lirc in largcr grorrps lrv clroicc. lJccarrsc firrrrilics oftcrr arrire riith fen rcsolrrccs,
sorttctiurcs tlrei'ckl ttot lravc tlrc clroicc of lilving adcrlrratc livirrg spacc. \\'lrcn a

llrrcllorcl is brrstcd frrr violatirrg horrsirrg coilcs, sorrrctirrres lhcrc are tlrrec f:rrrrilies
lirirrg irr a orrc-larrrilt aparttncrtt.'l'lrc rrrcdi:rrr lrorrsclrold irrcorrrc clrart (1,'igrrrc 2)

slroris tlurt onlr tnrr Asilrrr rurtiou:rlitics canr 1c"-"- tllrrr rilritcs.
Pcr capita irrcorrrc cl:rta tcll l llorc rcrrlistic ston. l,ooking at thc irrconrcs of

caclr norking pcrsolr, orrlt tn'o Asiarr rlrti<irrrlities carrr iirnrc thui n'lritcs.
r\t tlre tolr crrd of llrc Asiarr ccorrornic lrorrrglass, sccorrcl- ancl thircl-gcrrerittiott

r\siarr Arrrcricatts ltavc rrrrclrrcstionablv nraclc ccorrorrric lcaps far bcvorrcl ilrcir irrr-
tuigr:trrt parents' ccononric st:rtrrs.
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Sorrrc itntttiqratrts ulto ltavc corne to urtrk as proli.ssiorrals h:rve lrrrivcd close
b the top. Sorrtlt Asians (people fronr llarrqllclesh, Ilhrrtan, lrrclia, tlrc Nlalclires,
Nepal, Pakistan, rrrcl Sri l,rrnlal rtrc t] rc bcst.r:rnrplc of irrrrniqnrrrts ulro hai'c lrigh
iticottrcs and u'calth. \lost hale irnurigratccl since tlic 19(r5 Irrrrrrigrrrtion,,\ct krok
efltct. Accordirrq to tlrc 2O(Xl (lcnsus, thcr.c irrc ovcr tuo rrrilliori Sorrth,'\siarrs in
llrt llrrilr'tl Slrrlr': lorirrr

All subgrotrps ttf Soutlr Asians havc rerv higlr lcvcls of cchrcation corrrparccl t<r

the gcrrcral LI.S. polttrlirtiorr. NIrrnr l:rcli.rir 1;lrvsicirrrrs, phanrucists, rrrrrses, urrcl
othcr rtteclicrrl profcssionals n,erc allon'cd to irrrrrrigrirtc drrring tlrc 1970s. Also,
rrratli Ittcliatts c:trlle as foreigrr stuclents, corrrltlctecl tltcir rtrastcr's rlr l)lr.l). 1lro-
gl:lllis, attcl clrrttigecl tlrcir stahrs to pcrrlarrent rcsidcrrts.l ht 1990, 30 ltcrccrrt <tf
Asiarr Ittcliarr uorkcrs rrerc itt professiorral occLrpatiorrs, corrrpurecl kr l1 perccrrt of
uhite uorkers.'flrcl ilrc rrlore lriqhlv reprcscrrtccl irr thc pr-ofcssiorlrl cirtcgon tliarr
allv otlter ittrrrrigrartt/rrrilorih'group, arrd rrrcclical profcssiorrals niakc up a large
proportiorl of that categor\'.'J rio factors otlrer tharr cclrrcntiori lr:nc bccrr iril;ortant
kr Asiarr lncliarts'lrigh-irrconre occrrpatiunll lercl. l.'irst, tlrcv urc flucnt in l,,rrglish
(as a rcstrlt of Briiislr colonization), arrcl secorrcl is narrv of tlrcrrr har.c c11rllrlctccl
qrrttltt:tlt' l)roqlrlrrs irr tlrc ['ttiletl Sl:tlr'..'' l lrcir'.killr r'rr,' lriqlrlr srrrrglrl :rflt.r. lrr
2001, \'licrosoft and othcr lrigh-tcch conrp:rrries lobbiccl hirrcl to gct fcclcral officials
to doLrble tltc rrtttnbcr of forcign higlr-tcch spccialists allouccl to conrc to thc
Llnitccl Statcs to u'ork. l'orh-fotrr pcrccrrt of tlrosc ricrc fronr hrdia.l0

Bttt ortce agairt, iuterriational fackrrs lravc affcctccl the SoLrth Asiarr colrrrrl-
rrih. Racist attacks agairrst Asian .,\rnericarrs spikcd significarrtlr ucross the courrtrr,
after the Worlcl 'l'raclc (lenter ri'as attackccl on Scptenrbcr ll, singlccl ont rrr trngcts
ri'crc htcliarr rltcl Pakistani Arttericarts, cspeciallr Siklr '\rrrcricarrs, a religiorr\ groul)
often rrristakenlr,perceirccl to bc Arab bccrruse urarrl Sikh lrcn \\,car turbarrs arrcl
ha','c l<tng bcrtrcls. Itr soute placcs, Sorrtlr Asi;n busiricsscs lrave bccrr llrrncd kr the
grorrttd.ll As rl'itlt the Clhirrcse clurirrg the NIc(lartlrv cru, thcv luve bccrr inrcsti-
qatctl, harassccl, arrestccl, ancl clcportecl. It is thc latcst erarrrplc of lrori bcing 1;cr-
ccivccl as foreign carr threatcrr llre ccorronric sccrrritv of ,,\sian grolll)s.

\\llrilc sontc Asian sLrbgrollps rrc in n'cll-p:ricl profcssionrrl jobs, irs:r grorrp tlrci'
do rtttt attairr the itrcunte lo'cls of ulritcs. At lrotlr thc krr-r ancl tlrc bolkrnr of tlre
ctttl>lovtttettt ladclcr, it is still conurronlv assrrruccl tlrlt r\siarrs uill riork lrrrrclcr for
less 1ta1'tharr il'hitcs, so thcr rrrc still c,,ir.i.l.r.cl rr goocl <lcal frrr nlritc cnrPlovcrs.
I)rrtfessiorrals lturrrp rrp agirinst a racirl glass cciling, so tlr:rt tlrcv c:rrrnot rcaclr tlic
top rtf thc tttrttt:tgetrtcttt laddcr-still a rilritc nralc prcscnc. Irr 1991, Oorrgrcss crc-
rrtccl a llccleul (ll:rss Ccilirrg (lonirrission. arrcl its l9c)5 stLrdr frrurrcl, frrr crrrrrrplc,
that "Asiart/Pacific Islarrclcrs hclcl less tlrarr one orrclrrrnclrcdtlr of onc ncrcent of
lll corltrtratc clirccbrshil>s."ll Asian, arc also lirrritccl to fcricr occrrl;rrti,rns rrrrtl irr-
drrstrics.'l'lrcv arc tlrrec tirrrcs nrorc likclv to bc scientists rrrrcl cngirrccrs thirn tlrcir
tttttttlr,'r. n,rrrltl Prttlitl: irr llrosc fir'lrls. llr.r rrls,, lril rr ql;rr'.t.iling.l'

Sttcccss:ts profcssiotrals lras uot corrc to all ,,\sians. Oorrrpurecl to tlrc (llrirrcsc,
tlrc rccerrt I"ilipirro inrttigratiou lras bccn llr-gelr rrnisiblc, and vet it lr:rs bccn
rtrrrcll larger. Ovcr the last threc clccadcs, thc l)lrilippirrcs serrt rrrorc inrurigrurrts to
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the IJnitccl Statcs tlral anv othe r Asian countrv arlcl, ulrti] recclrtl\', \\'as tlrc sccoricl

largest sorlrcc of LI.S. immigr:rnts aftcr \lcrico. hr 1990, I"ilipirro Arttcrtc:ltts tttrtti-
bcrccl ovcr 1.4 nillion, rrp 90 perccrrt frorrr 770,( ){ ){ ) in 198{) l+ hr 1000, it n'as tlic
secorrcl largcst subqroup of Asians, riith 2,3(r'1,815 people (inclucling F'ilipirros of
nrirecl race).lt'l'lrc rcccrrt \\'ave is chre to tlrc ccorrornic crisis in the Philippines.

N{anv l,'ilipino irrrrrrigrarrts arc n'cll-echrcatecl profcssiorrals sucll as cngincer.,
scicntists, irccorrnt:rnts, teachers, llnvlcrs, rnrrscs, rrnrl rioct,rrs.t'' But for tlrosc rtot

recruitccl for a job, couring to Anreric:r carr rcsult irr clorinnard mobilih'. Accorcl-

ing to Stephanie Yarr, tlrc clauglrtcr of l"ilipino immigrarrts, bcfbrc cnrigrating
nranv cloctors in the Philippines stuclv b bc rrurscs, jobs ther arc lllolc likclv kt
filcl in thc LJrritccl Statcs.

l,'ilipinos fronr profcssiorral backgrorrncls :rre finclings jobs irr tlrc lon,cst-paicl

scctors of thc n,orkforce-n:rnnies, naicls, lrorrtc carc n'orkers, alcl foocl service

r,",,orkers. Wlrcrr looking at Filil)ilrcs as a n'hole, thev rcrtrairr in strbordinate posi-
tions in relation to sornc otlrcr i\siarr groul)s and u'liites, ri'hethcr educatccl or lcss

ctlrrcrrtctl, tkillcd or rrrrskilletl.I
Asiarrs arc thc lcast likelr,to be rrnenrplovecl. ln 19cX), (r7 pcrccnt of all Asian

Americans comparccl n'itlr (r5 pcrccnt of all Anrericalls \\'ere \vorking. Again, tlrcsc
nrrnrbers nirsk differences irr ethlicih'; for crarrrplc, tlic Ilnionq people frou l,aos
hac'l onlv a 2t).3 perccnt labor participation rate, r.ihilc.,\sian hrclian tncn had aIr

8'1 pcrccrrt ratc.
At tlre bottonr crcl of tlrc scalc, Asiars also cxpericnce greater povertl'r:rtes than

the general population. About 14 pcrccnt of all Asiarrs lir.ccl irr polcrtv in 1989; the
rate for the nation lr,as 10 percent. Again, there;rre enonrolls ctlrnic cliffcrcrtccs.
Tlrc l9cX) Ccnsus clata rer.ealecl that 47 perccnt of Clanrboclians, 66 percent of
I{mong, 67 percerrt of [,aotiarrs, arrcl 3 pcrccrrt of Vichrarrrcsc \\'crc inrpovcrishecl.

While at one end of the scale Asians do better than other milorities, at the lon'errcl,
povcrh'ratcs anrong Soutlrcast r\siars arc rriuch lriglrcr tlran thosc of other nrinor-
ih'grorrps srrch as African Americans (21 percent) ancl Lltinos (23 pcrccrrt).1\

Education

Ecluc:rtion continrres to be an inportant part of thc Asiarr stratcgr' for social arrd

cconorrric aclr,arrccnrcnt. I'lvcn lon-n'agc Parcnts cloing nrarrual labor pl:rce all their
eggs in tlreir chilclren's eclrrcational baskets. l,'ort-n-frxrr pe rccrrt of ;\sians arrd Pa-

cific Islandcrs (API) agc tri'cnh-fir.c iurd ovcr hacl a baclrclor's degree or higher in
2000.'l'he rate frrr aii aclrrlts tricntr-file rncl over rias 26 perccrrt. I,lightr-rir Per-
cetrt lr,erc high school guclultcs; thc rltc f,rr all Ll.S. rcsiclcnts rr'rr 84 p.:r..ttf fu,
all aclults agc tri'crrh.fivc or lriglrcr. One ir so'en APls ovcr-tlrc age of tu'cnh-five,
or one nrillion people, h:rs al aclvancecl clegree.

llon'ever, the retrrnrs on thcir cdrrcatiorral inr,cstnrcnts arc not e(lual to ri'hites.

hr 1988, the LI.S. Connission on Clir,il Rights reportccl, accorcling to l)cborah
Woo, tlrat "aftcr contr-olling for eclucation, uork crperiencc, lllglish al>ilih, urbarr
rcsiclence, arrcl irrclustrv of cnrplo','rncrrt 'Asian rlcscclt' continuecl to lta'n'c a

lni el al. I Tlrc Ucortoutic Reulitt of. lleing Asian Anterictm 3(t9

ncgative effcct ort ttttc's chartces of nroiing irrto rnarragenrent."l') Nlolcorcr, in a
National Scicrrce liorrrrclatiorr survev of e ighh.ciqlrt thousand scientists ancl engi-
tlccrs, thcr' ftrLrrtcl that evett n'hen Asians did bccornc rranagcrs, ri'hitcs in sirnilar
lrcrsitions canrcd tv,ice 'ts nruch.20

l,ookirrg:rt ittcotne clata frorrr Clalifornia, n'lrcrc most Asians rcsicle and n,ork,
ollc c:lll see tlrat if '\siarrs arc a moclel nrirroritr,, as clairtrcd ltv rrrlrrr, thcv ate rtot
gctting thc bcnefits tlr:rt loulcl bc crpcctecl. \\'hites uith no l,iglr rJhoc,l .liplorrrr,
c:rn crpcct to carrr 526,115 a vcar; Asiarrs, S18,517. \\/hitcs nith a bachelor's dc-
qrcc can erpcct 944,'126; Asiarrs, X;33,7t8. \\ritlr a cloctoratc, nhitcs ealn $77,877;
Asians, S5t),60i.21 \\1hile this carnings gap is suuller tlran it is for black arrd Latino
graduatcs, thcrc's still a significarrt penalh' for be ing Asian .,\nre ricarr.
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